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scp Another vote in the house of representatives, 
on Mr. Anderson’s resolution in relation to the allow- 
ance of a drawback on rum distilled from toreign mo- 
lasses—which was rejected, 89 to 70, again shews the 
disposition of a majority in that house not to meddle 
with the provisions of the existing tariff—at present. 
Aad Mr. Mallary has yet been unable even to get up 
his bill to secure a faithful collection of duties, 


gC? We make room for some foreign articles and 
items—give a copy of the British king’s speech, with an 
abstract of the debates on the address. It is no small 
trouble to condense such things in the manner that we 
are compelled to do, or not notice them at all. 

Great uneasiness exists as to the present state of Eng- 
jand. The “load of misery and intense suffering”? is said 
to be unparalleled; and it seems admitted, by the minis- 
ters themselves, that this condition cannot last. There 
must be a mighty reduction in the expenses of the gov- 
ernment, and the people must be relieved of their bur- 
thens of poor-rates, church rates, &c. &c. Even the 
“Quarterly Review” urges the necessity of exertion, 
and fears that the requisitions on the people may become 
‘‘insupportable.’”? The competition of other countries, has 
exceedingly reduced the profits of British manufacturers, 
and the wretched sophisms of their government about 


body, except the profound and candid Mr. Cambreleng 
and his co-adjutors—the British agents at New York, 
and others. ‘Uhe hope that this state of things is tempo- 
rary--does not seem to be entertained. Britain must 
realize the fact—that other nations, in peace, cannot re- 
main tributaries to her tactories and workshops, and her 
various monopolies. ‘This has long beenforeseen. Uer 
industry, capacity, enterprize and capital, have hitherto 
postponed the result, now so fearfully looked for—but 
come it will, as certain as that all men shall die. It 
would seem that nearly one half of the whole population, 
if not in actual poverty, anc receiving relief of those able 
to afford it, was, at least, living, as the expressive saying 
is, “from hand to mouth,” and every day becoming 
poorer and poorer. ‘here must be an end of this. 





sf" We regretted, for the sake of the precedent, 
that the private claim of Mrs. Decatur, relict of the 
gallant commodore, should have been recommended at 
the time and in the manner that it was, by the president 
of the United States, to the consideration of congress— 
but we more regret to observe that the bill for her relief 
has been substantially rejected. Judging from what we 
sce published, it seems probablé, that had a smaller 
amount been submitted to, it would have been granted. 
Only 50,000 dollars were voted for the capture of the 
Guerriere. The bill for the relief of Mrs. D. appro- 
priated 100,000. 

On a vote taken on Tuesday last, it appeared that 
only 102 members of the house of representatives were 
present—no quorum. The question was again taken, 
and 108 voted——a quorum and one over. 

Movements to fix a time for the adjournment of con- 
gress have been made. ‘I'here is a mighty mass of busi- 
ness on hand—for as yet nothing, or as good as nothing, 
has been done, except in relation to appropriation bills; 
and several important subjects will probably conre up for 
carnest discussion. The senate has much to do, and 
Will also expend much time in hesring speeches. It is 
not probable that congress wilt rise mach before the 
month of June, though the 17th May has been fixed by 
the house of re resentatives, 
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KIND AND NEAT COMPLIMENTS. Mr. Hamilton Stew- 
art, of Pittsburg, has forwarded to us two splendid damask 
table cloths, and a large and beautiful table cover, woven 
with red and white varn, spun by hand from flax produced 
in Pennsylvania and Ohio. On the cloths are woven, “H. 
Niles, Baltimore;” on the cover, “H. Niles, friend to 
domestic manufactures.” We know not the compara- 
tive price of these products of domestic industry at Pitts< 
burg with the imported——but good judges say that the 
quality of the articles is much superior, indeed. They 
are very weighty, and also uncommonly neat. We hearti- 
ly return our thanks to Mr. Stewart for this kind re 
membrance of us. 

Mr. Tanner, the celebrated geographer and engraver 
of Philadelphia, has also presented us with a copy of his 
large and splendid map of the United States. It is more 
than five feet square, filled up with many useful and im- 
portant plans of the chief eities, canals, &c. and various 
tables needful for common reference; of the accuracy 
of all which we are well assured, from the extraordinary 
devotion which Mr. T. has long shewn to this elegant 
branch of the arts. We had before several maps of the 
United States, but this ‘stands alone.” 

‘‘Lecitimacy!” We notice the following strange re- 
marks in a speech of Mr. Peel, delivered in the house 
of commons on the 5th ult. : 

‘*[ have never concealed my opinion of the conduct 
of Don Miguel. He did not keep the faith he plighted 
to this government: But it is an important question 


Hist : whether his personal character will alone justify us iw 
‘free trade,” are beginning to be understood by every 


refusing to recognize him. Don Miguet practically ex- 
ercises the powers of government in Portugal, and his 
rule takes place apparently with the general consent: 
every attempt to dispossess him has failed. At an 
early period he called together the ancient cortes, and 
had their assent to his accession. This was a body 
venerable for its antiquity, and its decision gave his title 
a sanction in the eyes of the people. ‘lhey looked on 
that decision as the expression of the general will.” 

cP Now, here, *‘a practical exercise of the powers of 
government,” taking ‘‘place apparently with the general 
consent,”’ is admitted by this distinguished sapporter of 
“legitimacy” as constituting a just claim in Miguel to the 
crown of Portugal! What a commentary is this on the 
conduct of Great Britain towards Napoleon! He was 
“apparently” eleeted by the people to the high :tition 
that he held—he was acknowledged emperor vy all the 
nations of Europe, Britain excepted: he tormed, as such, 
a matrimonial alliance with one of the most powerful so- 
vereigns, and had a son recognized as his ‘‘leyitimate’’ 
successor, and his widow yet retains the title of empress, 
derived from him: but Napoleon was treated as ar 
‘usurper’’—the rights of hospitality were infamously 
violated in his person—the laws of civilization disre- 
spected, and he himself imprisoned om a rock in the 
midst of the ocean, where it must be esteemed that he 
was slowly murdered. Three stamps of his foot on 
French land; would have made the Bourbons tremble; 
if notrunaway. His public works—-roads, bridges and 
canals, code of laws, and vartous public imstitations, 
remain the monuments of his fame. He was the pride 
and glory of the people--and a British minister pre- 
tends to respect the “‘apparent” public will m Portugal, 
which had been so violently resisted in France! Such 
is politics—and, unhappily, sach vile mcousistencies are 
not confined to England. 





‘Free TRADE.” We have lately heard much of free 
trade England. We copy the following from the *Ban- 
ner of the Constitution,” or late ‘*Free wade Advocate,” 
of Mr. Raguet,of the 17th March, inst. It is an edito-~ 
rial article. Mr. R. condemns ‘*BOTH,” and, on this 
authority, all the stuff that has been doled to us in fool- 
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ish books published by congress, and otherwise, as to 
‘free trade England,” is false! We did not, however, 
require Mr. Raguet’s certificate of that for our satis- 
faction, as to what deservesto be called by no more de- 
cent name than anHumMBUG— British ‘‘free trade.” As 
the Indian said, when he caught a flying Frenchman by 
his queue, (which was left in his hand, being made of 
false hair) ‘‘itsa lie.” The “‘lie” stayed the tomahawk 
for the momeut only—the second hold of the Indian was 
fatally sure. 

**It is stated, that ‘the trade of England with France 
for the last year, did not exceed eight hundred thousand 
pounds sterling,’ which is Jess than four millions of Gol- 
Jars. Whata sad reflection such a state of things sug- 
gests, as to the wisdom of those who persevere in a 
course of folly, originated im the dark period, when states- 
men thought it wise to abandon the substance, for the 
sake of the shadow, todestroy commerce ina vain pur- 
suit after a favorable balance of trade. What would be 
thought of an individual, who, for the sake of having a 
balance due him, should refuse to buy commodities of 
another, who having nothing but commodities to give in 
exchange for what he might want, could not possibly buy 
of him. ‘This, upon a great scale, is the precise folly, 
of which Great Britain and France have Joth been guilty. 
by their restrictive and prohibitory, and counter-restric- 
tive and counter-prohibitory systems, hey have reduc- 
ed the commerce between two countries, each having 
peculiar adaptations for the supplying of each others 
wants, and possessing, in the aggregrate, a population of 
fifty odd millions of people, down to the diminutive sum 
of sixteen cents per head.” 

What a pity, that the governments of Great Britain 
and France will not learn wisdom, and practice it, from 
our ‘*philosophers!” 





West Inpra Trane. In our sketch of the debate in 
the British parliament, the reader will observe that 
something is said about the ‘*Canada trade.”? Mr. Robin- 
son put the following question to the “right honorable 
secretary for home affairs”—whether any negotiations are 
now pending between the government of England and 
that of the United States, for the purpose of renewing the 
direct intercourse between the U. States and our colo- 
nies in the West Indies? Mr. Peel.—-‘*My answer is, 
that a communication upon that subject has been received 
by his majesty’s government, and that that communica- 
tion is still under consideration.” 

[A naked fact is thus stated—but ‘‘further the minis- 
ter saith not.”? We shall see—and have a copy of the 
‘‘communication,”’ in its season. 

Caution. We understand that two men, named 
Norris and Bennet, took passage on Monday last for 
Charleston or some other southern port, with a large 
quantity of counterfeit $5 bills of the U. S, Bank, Phila- 
delphia, well executed, Norris is apparently 25 or 30 
years of age, tall and of sickly appearance. Bennet is 
shorter, stouter and has large whiskers. [ Boston Pat. 

[We have, probably, received one of these notes from 
South Carolina. It is one of the due bills, and purports 
to have been issued at Lexington, Ky.—but is badly en- 
graved and miserably filled up. ‘lhe publie is about 
to reap the fruits of these due bills. ‘They ought not to 
have been issued—-they are against the spirit of the act in- 
corporating the bank; and, though we think that the liber- 
ty asked for, as to signing 5 and 10 dollar notes, should 
have been granted, that uniformity might have been pre- 
served and frauds prevented, we also think that the bank 
should not have accomplished indirectly what the lawful 
authority refused it the liberty, directly to do. These 

“whippings of the d— round the stump,” may sometimes 

answer a temporary purpose, but generally result in per- 

manent evil, ‘‘Llonesty is the best policy.” 


Masonry AND ANTI Masonry. We feel compelled 


to revert to this subject, that an act of justice may be ren- 


dered to the editor of the Buffalo Journal—and on such 


account, we hope always to be disposed to waive any re- 


solution that we shall form concerning any particular 
ster of the 19th Sept. last, we insert- 
from the ‘Buffalo Journal” saying 


matter. Inthe Re 
ed a brief paragra 


i 


ed that “masonry and anti-masonry are matters wholly 
foreign to the duties and powers of the association, ang 
the principles which called it together.” But in ou, 
paper of the 20th Feb. we noticed an anonymous com- 
munication, only just then presented, though dated 18¢}, 
Nov. 1829, saying that the paragraph above quoted had 
been published for *‘local and temporary effect,” and we 
were supplied with a number of the ‘Baptist Register” 
of the 30th Oct. in which the journal of the above named 
association was published, and containing a resolution ex. 
pressing the opinion, that, ‘‘it is the daty of every mem- 
ber of our church, who is a free mason, to dissolve q)| 
connexion with the masonic fraternity,” &e. And now 
the Buffalo Journal of the 10th inst. says, that the fact as 
originally stated was derived immediately from a mem. 
ber of the association (whose name is given)—and adds 
that the following was the enly resolution adopted on the 
subject! 

‘* Resolved, ‘That the committee, after mature deliber. 
ation, are of opinion that the independence of our respec. 
tive churches is a principle too dear to be relinquished for 
any thing on earth; and that we cannot believe that the 
subject of speculative freemasonry belongs to any asso- 
ciation to legislate respecting.—but that it belongs to our 
respective churches to put that evil, as well as every 
other evil, from among them. Moved by Elder Tuck. 
er and seconded by Elder Going, and unanimously 
adopted by the association.” 

The resolution entirely sustains the original statement 
in the *‘Journal’’-—but affords us another strong reason 
for + from the subject. How are we to know the 
trut 

The editor of the **Buffalo Journal” thinks that he has 
ascertained the anonymous author of the letter to us. If 
the facts are as they seem-—but we shall not say any thing 
that may require afurther attention to this matter. 





Rait noaps. The Frankfort Commentator, speak- 
ing of the projected rail road in Kentucky, says—‘*We 
are told that live stock, such as we have mentioned, is 
frequently carried in boats; and that whatever can be 
carried by water, may be conveyed, with three times 
the speed, and twice the safety, in the car of a raif road. 
It is admitted that live stock might be carried in the car 
of arail road, to some extent. But would it be conve- 
nient? 1s there any way of transporting live animals so 
cheap, sale, and convenient, as upon their own feet, fol- 
lowed by drivers? ‘They are sometimes carried in steam 
boats, and sometimes in flats. ‘That is from necessity, 
not from choice. Did ever a man who had twenty head 
of fat bullocks to take from Frankfort to Louisville, 
act so absurdly as to cram them into a flat boat, and float 
them down, instead of driving them, bad as the roads 
frequently are?’ &c, 
gC Whether rail roads shall present the cheapest 
and the best mode for sending cattle to market—to carry 
them thither instead of driving them—is a question yet (0 
be solved; but the mules descend the Maach Chunk rail 
way in cars, with great apparent satisfaction to them- 
selves, and with exceeding rapidity, after which they are 
employed to drag the cars back to the coal mines. 0 
the Hudson, however, a very large part of the caitle 
sent to the New York market is transported thither 0 
tow-boats, and at a much cheaper rate than they can be 
driven by land. It is not uncommon to meet one of these 
boats fully laden with horses, cattle, sheep and swine: 
On board of one, lying at Poughkepsie and receiving het 
cargo, we saw, perhaps, more than two hundred head. 
Ina tew hours, they reached New York—in so short 4 
time, that even the calves would not suffer much for the 
want of food; and, arriving in7 or 8 hours, from jour 
ney of 70 miles, they were not at all fatigued or exhaust- 
ed. No doubt, rail roads as well as canals and river’, 
will be used for the cheaper and more convenient tran’ 
portation of well-fattened animals to market. 
Fearrvt! Mr. Mann, in the New York house of » 
sembly, supporting a bill to establish a bank at Buffalo, 
said—‘*He would establish this bank if for no other wt 
soa than to make it a barrier against the encroachmeh ” 
of the U. S. bank, whieh has a branch at this place. 7 
suspected that the policy of this bank of late establishing 





that the Holland Purchase Baptist ascociation had decid- 











their branches, in Buffalo, Vermont, New Hampshire, 
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&e. was to sustain the American system, and the great 
head of the American system. He expected that that 
head would, next summer, eat a dinner at Buffalo, then 
go to Saratoga Springs, and on to Albany and New York, 
and thence to New England, dining and making speeches. 
In New England, the head could say of the people not 
only as Mr. Adams did, that they had meditated treason 
most foul, but he might, in his speeches, convince them 
that they actually had committed it: and then would 
nominate him for president, &e. Mr. M. would warn 
his countrymen of the spenecen of danger; if it was the 
policy ot the U, 5S. bank now to raise the American 
system to an elevation which it never had before, and if it 
should so raise it, it might be a matter of serious moment, 
should it becume the interest of the bank to withdraw the 
favors which it was now bestowing.” ; 


[We never before heard, or suspected, that the bank 
of the United States was particularly favorable to the 
«American system.” Indeed, we had thought that if it 
had shewn any disposition on that subject, it was rather 
opposed, than friendly, towards it. And the ‘‘danger” 
apprehended because that the ‘thead of the American 
system” may pass through New York, after eating a 
dinner at Buffalo,” &c. is laughable enough. May not 
Mr. Clay as well visit the grain growing and manufac- 
turing states to observe the effects of the ‘‘system,” as 
the president have visited the battle ground at New Or- 
leans? or the present secretary of state have made an 
extensive tour in the south?] 

Tue Inptans. We have the report presented to the 
senate by Mr.-White, of Ten. and that laid before the 
house of representatives by Mr. Bell, of the same state, on 
that part of the president’s message which relates to In- 
dian affairs—to each of which isa bill attached——one call- 
ed a bill **to provide for an exchange of lands,” &e.—the 
other “to provide for the removal of the Indians:” but both 
aim at the same object, pretty nearly on the same terms: 
to induce the Indians to cross the Mississippi, and make 
new locations on lands ‘*which the United States will for- 
ever secure and guarantee to them,”? with a ‘‘reversionary 
interest,” however, in the United States. 

Reom is not allowed at present, to insert these reports 
or essays, in favor of aremoval of the Indians—but when 
the subject comesup tor discussion, we shall probably 
give them a place, The argument of either seems to be- 
gin and end with power—originally to claim, and now 
to possess the right of the soil. We have long thought 
that the disposition of the Indians presented a difficult 
and perplexing question; but there is no necessity for has- 
tening a decision upon it—year after year those difficul- 
ties would become less and less insurmountable. Such 
is the condition of this people in Georgia, Alabama, &c. 
hemmed in by the whites, that — must and will rapid- 
ly decrease in numbers, unless advancing in the arts of 
civilized life, ‘The first would render the acquisition of 
their lands more easy, and the second their entrance upon 
the rights and duties of citizenship, less and less objec- 
lionable. But the former, rather than the latter, seems 
the general destiny of this people—judging by what has 
happened in several of the old states; anda little more 
time, in one way or the other, would accomplish all that 
is aimed at by either party to the question. 





CLaims acatnst France. The bill lately reported 
to the senate in relation to those claims isthe same as 
that reported last year, except that the amount then 
proposed to be paid was only two millions of dollars,— 
now five. The bill provides for the appointment of a 
board of commissioners to examine the claims and di- 
vide the money among those found tobe just. The five 
millions, it is said, will not pay more than 50 cents of the 
dollar of such claims, without allowance for interest, 
rhe money, it seems, is to be drawn out of the treasury 
of the United States—the reason for which is not assign- 
ed in the bill. Some of the French journals express 
dissatisfaction that these claims have so long made a pro- 
minent part in the messages of our presidents, and re- 
Ject the rightfulness of them—but others admit their le- 
sitimacy, saying that their amount may probably be sub- 
jected to ulterior negotiations; certain things, however, 


a 








fate of the bill, or the result of our negotiations with 
France, are not to be speculated on. 

More PRrepictions. ‘*The Banner of the Constitu- 
tion,” speaking of Mr. Benton’s strange speech, in sup- 
port ot his strange bill, about relieving the people of six- 
teen millions, and so-forth, says: 

“In the present state of the public mind, laboring un- 
der a blind devotion to the grand fallacy with which this 
nation is now deluded, we are not to expect from any 
quarter of the country which has been under the inflaence 
of the spell, a prompt and entire conversion to the prin- 
ciples of free trade. It is enough for us to see, that 
glimmerings of light are beginning to shoot forth from 
the regions which have heretofore been wrapped in im- 
penetrable darkness, and if we hailed, as a symptom of» 
favorable augury, the fact, that several of the Ohio mem-- 
bers of congress, lately voted in favor of reducing the 
duty on salt, we cannot now refuse to regard the propo-. 
sition of Mr. Benton, coming as it does from the west, 
as a further indication favorable to our cause, and especi- 
ally as it extends over such a variety of objects. If the 
‘‘Ameriean system,” cannot be pulled down all at once, 
it can and will be overthrown by degrees, in the same 
manner in which it was built up, for if the people can 
only once have an opportunity of experiencing the bless- 
ings which would result from the enlargement ofa few 
branches of our foreign commerce, they would burst 
asunder the shackles which bind them, and no longer 
spurn the liberty guaranteed to them by nature and the 
constitution, by becoming the willing slaves of a handful 
of monopolists. *— £a-cel-lent! 

Concress. Mr. Mallary has proposed a business- 
party in the house of representatives. He cannot form. 
one of more than 20 or 30 members, if lucky enough to 
have his proposition encouraged at all. There is a vast 
difference between making a speech, and doing the pub- 
lic business. The most laborious and useful, are not: 
always the most esteemed members of congress! 

THomas Newton. Without impeaching the justice: 
of the decision of the house of representatives, we can- 
not fail to regret that any state of party excitement should 
have excluded this old and faithtul public servant from. 
the great national council: but, indeed, in party phrase, . 
‘*the screws” were severely applied before some could 
be induced to vote against him, and there were sudden 
rashes of blood into the faces of several persons! By 
his long period of service, he had acquired the hone 
ored appellation of ‘father of the house,”’ and he was, 
perhaps, as well acquainted with its business as any other 
member—not much of a talker, but a zealous and hon- 
est doer,—knowing more of the public concerns than 
united hundreds of the babblers who have made their 
entrances and exits, and are forgotten as though they 
never had been, since he took his seat in that body—a 
space of about thirty years, being successively elected, 
Long ago, we looked to his name among the yeas and naye. 
as a sort of guide, on doubtful questions—He is an une 
questioned democrat of the ‘‘old sehool*”——but the stea- 
dy support of his own opinions, never led him into the 
persecution or proscription of others, who differed with 
him in political sentiment. He was constantly at hie 
post, and many very important laws and proceedings 
originated with him. He changed not his ‘*constructions 
of the constitution” at the dictation of a *‘janto,”’ and has 
not, for some time past, been a favorite with the domi- 
nant party in Virginia. He had the habit of thinking for . 
himself—and he thought well, The purity of his mo- 
tives, even in times of the greatest excitement--were 
never suspected, and it was always known where to find 
him; and we must think, that the nation has suffered mach 
in the loss of his knowledge of the interests and concerns 
of the general government, whether relating to its for- 
eign or domestic policy. We most heartily wish to him. 
health and happiness in his retirement. 

THe wivow or com. Decatur. The bill which 
was before congress, “to compensate Susan Deeatur, 
widow and legal representative of capt. Stephen Deta-. 








being plead in extenuation, or by way of offset. The 


*Never a ‘‘democrat according to circumstances,”: 
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tur, deceased, and others,” provides for the payment of 
$100,000 to the persons mentioned, viz. to Mrs. Deca- 
tur, $31,412 42—the widow of the late com. Preble, 
$5,000,—James Lawrence, Joseph Bainbridge, and Jona- 
than Thorn, or their representatives, $12,564 96,—Lewis 
Herman, Ralph lzard, Wm. Wiley, Wm. Hook, and Ed- 
ward Keeler, or their representatives, $14,958 28,— 
Thomas McDonough, Charles Morris, John Davis, John 
Rowe, Alex. Lawes, Thos. O. Anderson, James M tcalf, 
Nicholas Brown, and Jos. Boyd, $12,215 93,—filth class 
of persons, eleven in number, or their representatives, 


» $11,074 89,—sixth class, consisting of forty-two seamen 


and marines, or their representatives, $12,773 52. The 
sums to be divided in equal proportions. ‘The above 
ersons were the officers and crew of the U. S. schooner 
ntrepid, who performed the brilliant exploit of captur- 
ing and destroying the frigate Philadelphia, under the 
batteries of Tripoli, on the 16th of Feb. 1804. 

{The division of the amount appears very unequal— 
forty-two, of the 6th, or last class, to receive only two- 
fifths as much asthe widow of the (then), lieutenant 
commanding. ‘The bill has been laid on the table—or 
rejected, as stated in another place. } 

Tue Asron case. The Journal of Commerce says. In 
the supreme court of U.S. the decision of the circuit 
court of the U, S. for the southern district of N. Y. on the 
questne in dispute between the state government and 

ohn Jacob Astor, was affirmed with costs. This deci- 
sion, it will be recollected, was in favor of Mr. Astor. It 
must not be understood, however, that the question is 
finally disposed of,—this being but one out of five cases 
which the parties agreed should be prosecuted to final 
judgment, and it any three of them should be decided in 
favor of the plaintiff, he was to receive from the state 
$450,000, subject to a deduction of $200,000 in case it 
should be determined that he ought to pay for the build- 
ings and improvements on the lands in dispute. 





DESERTIONS IN THE ARMY. The report of the se- 
cretary of war shews that the extent of this crime is 
enormous, considering that the whole number of men 
composing the army is oniy 5,000 or 6,000,. It appears 
from the document before us, that the number of deser- 
ters in 1823, exclusive of convicts was 668; in 1824, 811; 
in 1825, 203; in 1826, 636; in 1827, $48; in 1828, $20, 
in 1829,1083. ‘Total in seven years, 5,669—equal to the 
entire force of the army at any given period!—Of this 
number, 2796 took place during the first year of enlist- 
ment, and the greater part of them during the first six 
months. * A sergeant and twelve men, recently deserted 
in a body, from Sackett’s Harbor, to Canada—25 in a 
fortnight—all of whom were immediately employed as la- 
borers on the Rideau canal! 





SPecuLATION. ‘The Village Record has a paragraph, 
shewing how to estimate the value of coal mines in La- 
zerne county, Pa. ‘‘Every day (says that paper) we 
are learning something new. A gentleman from Lu- 
zerne was in our office last Wednesday. He mentioned 
that a relative of hishad rented a coal mine upon the 
Lackawana, not far from Carbondale, for five years; that 
he was to give 50 cents a ton for each ton of coal he 
raised, and was bound to get out 20,000 tons in the five 
years. As much more as he pleases. So—or in other 
words, he gives 10,000 for the rent of a coal mine for 5 
years! el], at that rate, coal mines must be pretty 
valuable property up in that quarter.” 





Tae Branprwinye, capt. Ballard, has sailed from 
New York for a short cruise in the West Indies. This 
beautiful ship is in most excellent order, and has as fine 
and healthy looking a crew on board as we ever saw. 
She is modestly rated as a forty four, but carries sixty 
guns, thirty-twos on the gun deck, and twenty-fours on 
the upper. She has five hundred souls on board, 


[M. ¥. Com. 





AWFUL EX:Loston. The steam boat Helen McGre- 
gor, when just putting-of from Memphis, Ten. was 
blown up, by the bursting of one or more of her boilers. 
Sixteen or seventeen persons, were instantly killed, 16 
badly wounded, and 11 slightly wounded—a number 


a. 


more were thought to have been blown over-board, and, 
if not killed, to have perished in the river. It is believed 
that not less than from 60 to 80 persons were killed and 
wounded. ‘They were allon deck. Those in the cabin 
escaped without injury. She had 410 passengers, at the 
lime. The vessel wasrendered a complete wreck, ina 
moment, but did not sink. The citizens hastened to the 
scene of horrors, and rendered every service in their 
power to ameliorate the condition of the wounded, 





Pustic tanns. We have before us Mr. Barton’s re. 
port recommending a modification of the act to aid the 
state of Ohio in completing the Miami canal from Dayton 
to Lake Erie. It is stated in this document that the en- 
tire sum received by the United States from the sale of 
public lands, up to the present date, is $37,597 ,615; of 
which $16,410,115 has been paid by Ohio—most of it 
while the minimum price of land was $2 per acre. From 
which it appears, that the purchasers in that state have 
paid to the government about $6,000,000 more than is 
now asked for the same quantity of land in other states, 
The present minimum is $1 25 per acre. 

The state of Ohio has already expended more than 
$5,500,000 on her canals. Early this spring, 180 miles 
of the eastern canal will be open for navigation, and the 
remaining 130 miles are under contract, to be finished in 
1831. Onthe western or Miami canal; $759,666 have 
been expended, and at least $1,000,000 will be required 
to complete it, in addition to the grant which has been 
made by the yeneral government. 

The sales of public lands in the state of Indiana, dur- 
ing the year 1829, amounted to 345,547 acres; and the 
receipts $467,583, besides $24,908 in forfeited land 
stock. [Journal of Com. 





New Hamesuine. The election in this state has 
resulted in giving an increased majority to the adminis- 
tration party. Mr. Harvey has probably beaten gen. Up- 
ham, for governor, by a saajority of 4 or 5000; and it is 
said that the Jegislature will contain a greater number ot 
‘Jackson men” than heretofore. 





New York. A resolution was offered in the New 
York assembly on the 8th, to refer to a select commit- 
tee a petition for the repeal of the charter of the grand 
chapter of free masons in that state, with power to send 
for persons and papers. An amendment was proposed, 
that the petition should be referred to the attorney ge- 
neral, to examine whether the chapter had violated their 
act of incorporation. —The amendment was opposed by 
the anti-masons, but was adopted by a vote of 75 to 29. 





State statistics. The following statistical infor- 
mation is derived from the New York Annual Register. 

There are 50 counties in the state, 5 cities, 741 towns, 
296 incorporated villages, and 1,406 post offices. 

The estimated value of real estate is 257,560,897 dol- 
lars, personal $71,379,102—total $328,939, 999. 

The whole number of newspapers in the state is 211, 
of which 32 are anti-masonic. In the city of New York 
there are 47 newspapers, 11 of which are daily. The 
total number of sheets annually issued by them 1s 
9,799,340, requiring annually 20,415 reams of paper. 

The whole number of banks in the state is 45, withan 
aggregate capital of $25,254,600. In the city of New 
York 14, with a capital of $15,530,000, beside 2 incor- 
porated and not subscribed. 

The amount of tax paid into the N. Y. city treasury 
by the banks of that city, in 1829, was, on real estate, 
$2,670 19, and on personal, $54,059. Insurance com- 
panies, real $1,905 42, personal $41,816. Miscella- 
neous companies, real $1,185 80, personal $5,762 41. 
‘Total amount of taxes $104,721 37. 

The number of attorneys and counsellors in the state 
in 1820 was 1,248; in 1829, 1,688. : 

There are 129 Episcopal clergymen, 378 Presbyterian, 
91 Reformed Dutch, 306 Methodist, 211 Baptist, 15 Lu- 
theran, 18 Roman Catholic, 14 Universalist, and all othet 
denominations 14—total 1,229. The number i 181 
was 761. 





PAssEpD MIDSHIPMEN. ‘The Norfolk Beacon gives the 





following list of midshipmen who have passed examina- 
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tion. Those marked thus* were examined in 1829. 
nk as follows: 

beet re men of 1823.—*James H. Ward, of Connec- 
ticut, *Henry Hoff, Penn. *Jonathan Ingersoll, Con. 
Grey Skipwith} R. I. Stephen Johnson, Indiana, Mur- 
ray Mason, Dist. Columb. Jonathan W. Swift, Mass. 
*Charles H. Davis, do., *John Calhoun, Penn, Chas. M. 
Armstrong, N. Y., Pedro C. Valdes, Chili, Henry H. 
Bell, N.-H., William C. Homes, Mass., Augustus R. 
Strong, Miss., Chas, H. M’Blair, Md., Wm. E. Hunt, 
N. J., Gurdon C. Ashton, Va. Archibald B. Fairfax, 
do., John T. Jenkins, N. Y., Walter C. Cutts Maine., 
*Ebenezer Farraud, N. Y., *PhilipS. Stockton, N. J., 
*William Smith, Con. *H. E. V. Robinson, Missouri, 
*James M. Watson, Dist. Col., *Joln W. Turk, N. 
Y., *Junius J. Boyle, Md., *Robert L. Browning, Ken., 
*Neil M. Howison, Va., *Charles H. Duryee, N. C., 
*John A. Davis, Mass., * William B. Lyne, Con., *Hen- 
ry K. Thatcher, Me., *James H. Rowan, N. Y., John 
nf Bryan, N. Y., *William H. Noland, Va., *Samuel 
E, Munn. Md., *Wm, D. Porter, Louisiana, *Philan- 
der F. Canedy, Mass. 

Midshipmen of 1824.—George M. Hooe, Va., Wm. 
C. Selden, Va., Richard L. Page, Va., Gabriel G. Wil- 
liamson, Va., Horatio M. Houston, Penn., Benjamin J. 
Totten, West Indies, Hardy Ingersoll, Penn. Charles 
A. Thompson, Me, Edward Boyd, N. Y. 





SLAVE TRADE aT Rio. A correspondent of the .Ame- 
rican, in a letter under date of the 11th January, in re- 
ference tothis subject, says:—‘‘l will relate but a single 
fact at this time, to shew the dreadful character of the 
slave trade. ‘The Brazilian government derives a large 
revenue from the importation of slaves, by laying a duty 
of so much per head immediately on their arrival, with- 
out regard to their health or condition. When vessels, 
therefore, which have slaves on board arrive off the port, 
a general survey takes place by the physician, and those 

oor wretches whose existence is doubted, are thrown over 
oard alive, to save the duty!!!” 

Narres. A London paper says—In the domestic his- 
tory of Naples a new question has arisen, and one preg- 
nant with more important consequences to Europe than 
would appear at the first blush. De Medici, our finance 
minister, who left here a fortnight or three weeks ago to 
join the king of Naples at Madrid, and who was after- 
wards to proceed to Lisbon, to negotiate the marriage 
between Don Miguel and the sister of the new queen of 
Spain, was obliged to pass on his way through Rome. 
He had hardly arrived in the capital of the Christian 
world when a demand was made on him, as the repre- 
sentative of the king his master, of a certain tribute, now, 
and for a long time back, due to the pope. For two 
days De Medici tried to laugh off and parry the demand, 
but cardinal Albani was not to be denied the ‘*moneys,”’ 
and a regular rupture was the consequence. ‘The king 
of Naples is this moment excommunicated of the holy 
see, and the utmost extremities will be resorted to un- 
less the large sum demanded be paid! 





ITEMS. 


of the pine, and eight of the maple. 
From the minutes of the annual conferences of the 


Methodist episcopal church in the U. S. for 1829, we | 


collect the following:—Bishops 4. ‘I'ravelling preach- 
ears 1649. Superannuated preachers 113. ‘Total 1766. 
On the North river in New York, there are 26 steam 
oats, the aggregate of whose tonnage is 6400. On the 
East river, 14 boats, 3524 tons. On the Southern, in- 
cluding bays and harbors 12 boats, 2002 tons; and 12 fer- 
ry boats. On the western waters are 27 boats. Total 
number on the waters of the state, 91— including 5 Bri- 
tish boats. Upon the Hudson there are also five or six 
ines of tow boats (comprising about 40 boats) or bar- 
§es, of various burthens, from 100 to 300 tons. 


ters bank of Prince George’s county, Maryland. There 
Appears to be a deficiency of about $16,000, the whole 


of which i ier! j " 
ed thet is chargeable to the late cashier! It is suppos 





the stoek is worth 80 per cent.—all allowances’ 


being made. The notes out for lessthan 15,000, They 
have been selling at 50 or 40 per eent. discount, but it 
would seem may all be pretty speedily paid. 

The militia of Ohio, as returned for 1829, exceeds 
115,000 men. 

The present price of shares in the U. S. bank is 118 
dollars. 

Within the last year, the office of the bank of the U. 
States in Fayetteville, N. C. has received from dealers 
$30,863 in gold in bars, the produce of the North Ca- 
rolina mines. 

The drawing room at the president’s house was open- 
ed for the last time, during the present season, on the 
evening of Thursday, the 4th inst. 

Stump orators.—-There is much originality and quaint- 
ness of expression in the following extract from a stump 
speech of a candidate for the legislature in one of the 
western states: “Born” said he, ‘tin a cane-break, cra- 
dled ina sap-trough, my zeal for independence has grown 
to maturity, without being choked by the weeds of edu- 
cation.”’ 

A new alms house is building at Philadelphia, It is 
to have a front of 800 feet long, with two wings extend- 
ing back 500 feet, and will probably cost from 4 to 
500,000 dollars. 

Bishop Ravenscroft, of the Protestant Episcopal 
church, died at Raliegh, N.C. on the 5th inst. in the 
58th year of his age--much regretted, because of his 
numerons virtues. 

An eagle, which had carried off a goose near Manches- 
ter, Vt., and eaten half of it, was taken on the 6th ult. 
in a trap baited with the remaining half. ‘The trap had 
a clog weighing 26 Ibs. attached to it, and this the eagle 
dragged half a mile. He measured 7} feet between the 
wings. 

In Massachusetts, within the last ten years, 10,000 
persons were committed to jail for small debts. The 
costs on these amounted to $100,000, 

The Boston Patriot gives a statement of the occupa. 
tions of the members of the house of representatives of 
Massachusetts, as follows: 

Farmers 207, merchants and traders 126, lawyers 60, 
mechanics 44, manufacturers 25, physicians 15, clergy- 
men 11, gentlemen* 10, deputy sheriffs 4. Total 502. 

Col. Richard Platt, a gallant soldier of the revolution, 
at Quebee with Montgomery and at Yorktown with Wash- 
ington, died at New York, on the 4th inst. at an advanced 
age. 

"Gea. Jeremiah Mosher, also an officer in the army of 
the revolution, died at Lancaster, Pa. on the 8th inst. in 
the 77th year of his age. 

Dr. Thaddeus K. De Wolf, of Hitcheocksville, Conn. 
has been sentenced to the state prison for 15 years, for 
attempting a crime of horrible character on a deaf and 
dumb young lady, who explained herself by signs, hav- 
ing been educated at the Hartford Asylum, and bearing 
an excellent character. Wolf had been married only 
about six months before to a respectable young lady— 
but was a former tenant of one of the New York state 
prisons. 

The route of a canal from the city of Frederick, Md. to 
that of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, has been survey- 


ed. The length will be about 24 miles, and the cost 
In North America there are 53 species of the oak, 17 | 


estimated at $296,389. 

A letter written in Baltimore has been replied to from 
Norfolk in forty-one hours-—distance about 400 miles 
by steam! 

Lieutenants Zantzinger, Little, Carter and Botwell, 
with midshipmen Henderson and Morant, and sailing- 
master Gibson, arrived at Baltimore on Saturday last 
from the Pacific. 








FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
The great magazine at,Chumla has been blown up 
—it contained 2000 casks of powder, 68,000 car- 
tridges, with great quantities of bombs, grenades, 


|‘ &c. and 40 field pieces, the whole of which were de- 
An exhibit has been made of the affairs of the Plan-| 


stroyed, with 48 artillery men, and a vast magazine 





*It must not be by any means inferred that there are 
but ten gentlemen tn the house, but that these gentlemen 
have po particular profession. 
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of provisions adjoining. The explosion of bombs, 
&c. much increased the horrors of the scene. 

The winter has been exceedingly severe in Eu- 
rope, generally. The provinces of France border- 
ing on the mountains, had been much alarmed by 
the descent of the wolves. In one instance, they 
killed a clergyman and his horse, as he was return- 
ing from a visit to a dying man. Large flocks of 
swans had appeared on the Seine, near Paris. The 
Garrone, the Rhone, &c. had been firmly frozen.— 
it may be worthy of remark that wolves rarely ap- 
pear in the wildest parts of the United States, almost 
every man possessing a rifle, and well knowing the 
dese use of it. It may serve to defend them 
equally against invaders of their rights, as to exter- 
minate races of animals less savage than tyrannical 
men. 

The British frigate Blonde returned to Constanti- 
nople on the 28th October from a voyage to Odessa, 
‘on the Slack Sea. 

It is said that the Turks lost 80,000 men by sick- 
ness, only, in their two campaigns with the Russians 
—12,500 died of the plague at Varna. 

The French army is to receive an increase of 
80,000 men. 

The English people have suffered exceedingly dur- 
ing the winter, and one tenth of the population of 
Dublin were in a state to need parochial relief. 

A conspiracy to throw off the government of Spain, 
is said to have been discovered in Cuba. Twenty 
one arrests of persons, as principles, had taken 
place. Gen. Vives has issued a proclamation on the 


occasion. 
The president of Hayti, (in consequence of the 
demand of Spain for a surrender of that part of the 


island that formerly belonged to her) has declared 
‘war against the ‘‘adored” Ferdinand. The effects 
‘of this nation of free blacks may soon begin to devel- 
‘ope themselves on the neighboring islands; and the 
prospect is not a pleasant one to the white inhabi- 
“tants of them. 

Miss Frances Wright had arrived in Hayti with 24 
liberated slaves, for whom she intended to provide 
land, &c. 

The country bankers in England are sending their 
money to London, to be employed at 24 per cent. in- 
terest. This must arise from a great want of confi- 
dence in the country, or a singular glut of capital all 
over Europe. 

The establishment of the black colony in Canada 
by the “Canada company,” appears to have excited 
considerable attention, and some resolutions had 
been introduced into the Canadian parliament con- 
cerning it. 

The seat of lord Rendlesham, one of the most 
splendid establishments in England, valued at 
100,0002. has been destroyed by fire. 

France is making great efforts to carry the war in- 
to Algiers--25,000 men were destined for the expe- 
dition. 

It is again reported that prince Leopold will be 
king of Greece; a “‘legitimate” of course, though 
placed over the people without the ceremony of ask- 
ing their consent—Greece appears much disturbed. 

Nothing important from Turkey. The minister 
Halil pacha had started from St. Petersburg. The 
cession of Palestine is strongly talked of—the Roths- 
childs to bo the purchasers. 

The old and wicked “queen mother” of Portugal 
is dead. 

The province of Conception has separated itself 
from the general government of Chili—much disor- 
der and many robberies prevailed, and nearly aj! the 
foreign merchants bad gone to Valparaiso. 

The ship Florida, arrived at New York from Lima, 
— between 60 and 70,000 dollars in silver and 
gold. 





et 


A certain lord Greves died at London on the 8th 
Feb. The verdict of the jury was, that he had de- 
stroyed himself in a fit of insanity. Much irregu-. 
larity appears to have taken place in the proceedings 
of the inquest, and it is said that the testimony at- 
tainable was not sought for. It is broadly intimated, 
that lord Greves was murdered—his ‘‘royal high- 
ness’’ the duke of Cumberland and lady Greves, bein 
intimate. The people more easily fell into this be- 
lief, because of the death of one of the duke’s va. 
lets, named Sellis, some years ago, who had a very 
pretty wife, whom the “royal duke” was said to 
honor. This royal personage has been very unpopu- 
lar,and was for a considerable time as if banished 
to Germany. 





BRITISH PARLIAMENT, 

London, Feb. 4. Atan early hour this morning the 
usual preparations for the opening of parliament com. 
menced. ’ 

A little after two o’clock, parliament was opened by his 
majesty’s commissioners. The lords commissioners 
were the lord chancellor, the duke of Wellington, earls 
Rosslyn, Aberdeen, and Mayo. 

The lord chancellor then read the following speech :— 

**My lords and gentlemen:—We are commanded by 
his majesty to inform you, that his majesty receives trom 
all foreign powers the strongest assurances of their de- 
sire to maintain and cultivate the most friendly relaticas 
of this country. 

**His majesty has seen with satisfaction, that the war 
between Russia and the Ottoman porte has been brought 
to a conclusion, 

‘*The efforts of his majesty to accomplish the main ob- 
jects of the treaty of the 6th July, 1827, have been unre- 
mitted. 

**His majesty having recently concerted with his allies 
measures for the pacification and final settlement of 
Greece, trusts that he shall be enabled, at an early period 
to communicate to you the particulars of this arrange- 
ment, with such information as may explain the course 
which his majesty has pursued throughout the progress 
of these important transactions, 

“His majesty laments that he is unable to announce to 
you the prospect of a reconciliation between the princes 
of the house of Braganza. 

“His majesty has not yet deemed it expedient to re-es- 
tablish upon their ancient footing, his majesty’s diploma- 
tic relations with the kingdom of Portugal. But the nu- 
merous embarrassments arising from the continued inter- 
reptiog of these relations increase his majesty’s desire to 
effect the termination of so serious an evil. 

“ Gentlemen of the house of commons:—His majesty has 
directed the estimates for the current year to be laid be- 
fore you. ‘They have been framed with every attention 
to economy, and it will be satisfuctory to you to learn that 
his majesty will be enabled to makea considerable reduc- 
tion in the amount of the publie expenditure, without im- 
pairing the efficiency of our naval or military establish- 
ments. 

“We are commanded by his majesty to inform you, 
that, although the national income, during the last year 
has not attained the full amount at whieh it had been es- 
timated, the diminution is not such as to cause any doubt 
as to the future prosperity of the revenue. 

“My lords and gentlemen: His majesty commands us 
toacquaint you that his attention has been of late ear- 
nestlv direeted to various important considerations, con- 
nected with improvements in the administration of tre 
law. 

‘‘His majesty has directed that measures shall be sub- 
mitted for your deliberation, of which some are ealculat- 
ed, in the opinion of his majesty, to facititate and expedite 
the course of justice in different parts of the United King- 
dom, and others appear to be necessary preliminaries (0 
a revision of the practice and proceedings of the superior 
courts. : 

‘‘We sre commanded to assure you that his majesty 
feels confident that you will give your best attention a? 

, ; went ern to 
assistance to subjects of such deep and lasting cone 


1 the well-being of his people. 
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‘‘His majesty commands us to inform you that the ex- 
port in the Jast year of British produce and manufactures 
has exceeded that of any former year. a ge de 

‘His majesty laments, that notwithstanding this indi- 
cation of active commerce, distress should prevail among 
the agricultural and manufacturing classes in some parts 
of the United Kingdom. 

- «It would be most gratifying to the paternal feclings of 
his majesty, tobe enabled to propose for your considera- 
tion, measures calculated to remove the difficulties of any 
portion of his subjects, and at the same time compatible 
with the general and permanent interests of his people. 

“It isfrom a deep solicitude for those interests that his 
majesty is impressed with the necessity of acting with 
extreme caution in reference to this important subject. 

“His majesty feels assured, that you will concur with 
him in assigning due weight tothe effect of unfavorable 
seasons, and the operation of other causes, which are be- 
yond the reach of legislative control or remedy. 

‘¢Above all, his majesty is convinced that no pressure 
of temporary difficulty will induce you to relax the deter- 
mination which you have uniformly manifested, to main- 
tain inviolate the public credit, and thus to uphold the 
high character, and the present welfare of the country.” 

In the house of commons, Daniel O’Connell, esq. took 
the oaths prescribed by the Catholic relief bill, and his 
seat as member for the county of Clare. The honorable 
member seated himeelf on the third row of the opposition 
side of the house, and exactly opposite to Mr. Peel, 

Several other members took their oaths and their seats. 

The speaker said, that he had received a letter from 
the solicitor to the commission of bankruptcy against 
Rowland Stephenson, informing him that the said Row- 
Jand Stephenson had not surrendered to the commission, 
neither had he paid his creditors 20s. in the pound, but 
was still an uncertificated bankrupt. The latter having 
been read, on the motion of Mr. Planta,a new writ was 
ordered for Leominster, in the room of the said Rowland 
Stephenson. 














Much debate ensuing in both houses on voting the ad- 
dress—a mere echo of the speech, as the custom is. In 
the house of lords, earl Stanhope wished to introduce a 
paragraph speaking, generally, ‘‘of the severe distress that 
effects the country.” ‘This was opposed by lord Gode- 
rich—but he rather drew the attention of the house to the 
foreign relations, and only echoed the meagre things 
stated in the speech. The duke of Richmond said that 
the **wool-grower, farmer, manufacturer and land hold- 
er, were all now involved in the same destiny—all, in 
fact, on the verge of ruin:” and he spoke of the wretch- 
ed state of the working classes. The earl of Carnar- 
von spoke of the currency—‘‘the circulation was no 
longer commensurate with the demand.”? Many of those 
whom he addressed had been compelled to abate their 
incomes 20 or 30 per cent. and if the system was pursued 
by government, they must make a further reduction of 
as much more, ‘*What was the condition of the Eng- 
lish people now? Why, £30,000,000 of taxes had been 
apparently taken off, an ostensible abatement of from 
£84,000,000 to £56,000,000 had been made, and yet the 
pressure was found to be about the same as before. Were 
they in the present times, after 15 years of peace, to be told 
they must pay a property tax, pay all the war taxes,—in 
short, all that had been levied at the heaviest period of na- 
tional expenditure; now, too, while economy and retrench- 
ment were adopted in every department of the public 
service? ‘*He attributed all this to the contraction of the 
circulation. The duke of Wellington replied at consid- 
erable length, generally vindicating the conduct of gov- 
ernment in its foreign and domestic relations. He re- 
ferred to the distress of the manufacturers, but ‘‘wanted 
to know if competition both at home and abroad, in every 
country in the world,—if the introduction of machinery, 
and the general adoption of steam, were not calculated 
to produce distress in our manufactures.” ‘*Could par- 
liament interfere and prevent competition?” &e. He 
said that the exports of the country had increased, and 
claimed a profit on the traffic, though it was a small one; 
he added that the country was not falling, but rising. The 
noble lords, he said, had attributed the distress that ex- 
isted to a deficient circulation. He held in his hand a 
paper which would show how erroneous this opinion 
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was. The largest circulation which had ever been 
known in this country during the bank restriction was 
£64,000,000. ‘The sum was thus made up:— 





Bank of Eugland notes 30,000,000 
Country bank notes 23,000,000 
Gold 4,000,000 
Silver 7,000,000 

Making in all £64, 000,000 


The circulation now amounted to £65,100,000, and the 
sum was thus made up:— 





Bank of England notes £19,900,000 ~ 
Country bank notes 9,200,000 
Gold 28,000,000 
Silver 8,000,000 
Making in all £65.100,000 


Their lordships, therefore, would see that the circula- 
tion was greater now than during the bank restriction, 
and consequently that the distress was not properly at- 
tributed to a deficient circulation. But the trath of the 
matter was this,—it was not extended circulation that 
the noble lords wanted. No, it was unlimited circula- 
tion. In other words, they wanted to give to certain in- 
dividuals—not to the crown—an unlimited power of 
coining in the shape of paper, and of producing a ficti- 
tious capital. (Hear, hear.) And he proceeded firmly 
to support the system that had been adopted. 

Some conversation took place as to the relations with 
Portugal. Lord Holland called Miguel a “bloody usur- 
per;”? and he also regretted that Russia had not taken 
Constantinople—he saw no necessity of upholding one 
of the most detestable tyrannies that ever existed. Lord 
Aberdeen expressed his surprise that the noble lord 
should object to acknowledging a usurper, as he had 
formerly acknowledged one chosen by the people. To 
which lord Holland replied, that Bonaparte was not a 
usurper, for he had been chosen by the law, and had as 
much right to the throne of France as the illustrious 
family here had a right to the throne of England. 

The address was finally carried, with only a few dis- 
senting voices. 

In the house of commons a much wider debate took 
place. ‘he general distress of the people was much 
dweltupon. In regard to the curreney, the chancellor 
of the exchequer said that to entertain a proposition 
for altering the standard of value laid down in 1819 as 
the basis of our circulation, or to concur in the re-estab- 
lishment of £1 notes, were concessions which his ma- 
jesty’s government would never be prepared to make. 
(Hear). Mr. O’Conneli spoke warmly of the meagre 
contents of the speech. He said—‘‘If this speech were 
delivered in France, with its new institutions, did any 
man suppose that it would be for a moment tolerated 
there? Ifit were delivered in America, did any man 
suppose that it would be endured? Let the house only 
look at the powerful and able exposition of public affairs 
given by the president of the United States toa people 
who enjoyed the fulness of freedom, and compare it with 
the few meagre and jejune words which the speech con- 


laughed at its annunciations—spoke severely of Don Mie 
guel, and deprecated any measure that might “cement the 
structure of his usurped throne with blood.” They 
were told that the distress was only partial; but was that 
the case, or was not the contrary quite notorious to every 
body? As to Ireland, he knew in that country of 7,000 
registered persons, who had but three half-pence a day 
to drag on existence, and that pittance was now exhaust- 
ed. It was satisfactory to hear that there was to be no 
change in the currency; but to keep that pledge, the pub- 
lic expenditure must be reduced by many millions, 

Mr. Huskisson denied that the currency bill was 
chargeable with any part of the distress, which he did 
not think so great as some had represented it. ‘*But 
from all the information he possessed, he felt satisfied 
that there now existed that degree of pressure on the 
productive classes generally, which, were it to be perma- 
nent or long continued, would be incompatible with their 
existence.” Mr. Peel, after briefly noticing Mr. H. said 
the hon. membcr for Clare had drawn a contrast between 
the speech of his majesty and the address of the president 
of the United States, and had come to a conclusion-high- 





tained.” (Hear, hear.) He criticised the speech, and . 
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ly favorable to the latter. Whatever opinions he might 
have formed of the speech in general, he could assure 
the hon, member that he concurred with hita in certain 
points, and more particularly in the manner in which 
Engiand was mentioned. (Hear, hear.) He was sure 
that it would give every man satisfaction, and he was glad 
to repeat the expression of good will to the distinguished 
individual who presides over that country.” 

He quoted several parts of that message, and one to 
shew that distress also prevailed in America—‘‘where 
universal suffrage prevailed.” “The house should pause 
before it ventured to state that ‘al! the interests of the 
country were ina state of suffering.?”? (Cheers. ) 

He admitted the prevalence ot distress--It was preva- 
lent in France, Russia, &c. and ‘‘so far as agricultural 
suffering went, equally felt in America;” and he entered 
upon a general vindication of the conduct of the minis- 
omens fay me that they were resolved to persevere in their 
measures, &c. 

After other members had spoken, the amendment to 
Ahe address,* (which went to express an opinion of gen- 
eral distress) was rejected—158 to 105, majority 53; and 
the original draft was adopted. 

Fhe Canadas and the United States.—In the house 
of commons on the 5th, Mr. Aobinson said—I have a 
question to ask of the right hon. secretary forhome af- 
fairs, of great public importance; and [ trust he will have 
no difficulty in giving such a reply as will remove the 
uneasiness that exists among parties in this country who 
are interested in the point, and others who live in the 
Canadas. My question is, whether any negociation is 
pending between this country and the United States, 
with a view to the renewal of a direct intercourse between 
the United States and our possessions in Canada? Mr. 
Seeretary Peel said—My answer to the hon. gentleman’s 
question is this--that a communication has been received 

rom the minister of the United States on that important 
subject; and that this communication is still under the 
consideration of his majesty’s government. 

In other remarks it appeared, that the ministry was 
resolved to persevere in its neutrality as to the affairs ot 
Spain and ber former colonies in America—that an en- 
qairy into the affairs of the Bust India company was in- 
tended. Ani it is said the expenditures will be reduced 
in the sum of £800,000, chiefly in the army establish- 
ment. 





HAYTI AND SPAIN. 

By the brig Mentor, arrived at this port, says the 
Baltimore American, from Port au Prince the editors 
have received a copy of a proclamation of president 
Boyer, relative to a demand made upon the Haytien 
government by the king of Spain, for the delivery of 
the former Spanish part of the island. It commenc- 
ed in thefollowing manner:— 

“ Haytiens! The king of Spain has demanded from 
he government of this republic, the surrender of the 
eastern part of the island of Hayti. The answer to 
this will be found in our constitution of 1806, which 
runs thus: ‘The island of Hayti, (formerly called 
St. Domingo), with the adjacent islands dependent 
on it, shall form the republic of Hayti.” 

The founders of our .government, in proclaiming 
at that time the wishes of the nation, did not en- 
croach upon the possessions of his Catholic majesty; 
they only followed the example set them by many 
civilized countries; they exercised a right which re- 
sults from the principle of self-preservation—a prin- 
ciple on which is founded the existence and security 
of most nations. 

The ancient Spanish colony, abandoned in a great 
measure to its own resources, became in 1795, by 
the treaty of Bale, an integral part of the French co- 
lony of St. Domingo. In 1802, when an expedition 





* One of the grooms of the king’s bed chamber voted 
for this amendment—and was instantly dismissed for his 
im ce of thinking, but as the ministers were pleased 
to say that he should. 
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was directed against it for the purpose of deprivin 
the people of the liberty they had acquired at the 
cost of many sacrifices, the proscription was extend. 
ed, as all know, even to the eastern part of the island, 
There as well as in the western provinces, the rivers 
and the seas were red with the blood of our unforty. 
nate countrymen. Afterwards, when by the aid of 
heaven, the glorious resistence of the Haytiens forc- 
ed the enemy to capitulate, was it not the duty of 
regenerated people to declare, for their preservation 
and their future security, that all the territory 
should be their own indivisible property? 

This island, in old times inhabited by a single jp- 
digenous race, became the theatre of a long and 
bloody war as soon as the Spaniards invaded it, for 
they were obliged to defend themselves and their 
possessions against the French, who also wished to 
establish themselves there. Neither the close rela- 
tionship of the sovereigns of these two nations, nor 
the most solemn treaties were able to restrain them, 
And if two people having the same form of goverp- 
ment, could not live in peace in this land, the lesson 
will not be lost upon us; it teaches us that a growing 
people, created by liberty, cannot, without danger 
to their-national existence, live in the neighborhood 
of a nation governed by entirely different institu. 
tions.” 

The president exhorts the inhabitants of the east- 
ern part of the island, and its dependencies, to re- 
main firm in their adherence to the constitution, &c, 
and promises his protection in case of danger. The 
proclamation concludes in these terms: 

‘‘We have declared to the universe our desire to 
live in peace with all nations; we are bound to do 
this by our constitution. It has always been our de- 
termination to let those alone who do not disturb us; 
but if our territory should be violated, we shall turn 
upon our aggressors, and place the destinies of Hayti 
in the hands of the Sovereign Arbiter of nations and 
of kings.” The proclamation is dated on the 6th of 
February, 1830. 

On the arrival of the Spanish frigate Casilda, with 
F. F. de Castro, envoy plenipotentiary of the king of 
Spain, asalute of twenty-one guns was fired from her, 
and returned from the nationalfort. She sailed again 
on the 3d February, and it is stated that on leaving 
the harbor, she was attacked by two Colombian brigs 
of war, the issue of which was not known. 





REMAINS OF WASHINGTON. 

The following highly appropriate proceedings grac- 
ed yesterday’s sitting of the house of representatives. 
The anniversary of his birth has been happily made 
the occasion for instituting an inquiry into the pro- 
priety of redeeming the pledge of congress to give 
honorable sepulture to the remains of Wasnincrovn. 

{Phoenix Guz. 

On motion of Mr. Mitchell, of Maryland, 

Resolved, That the following resolutions of the con- 
gress of the United States, unanimously adopted on 
the 23d December, 1799, and the message of presi- 
dent Apams, of the 8th January, 1800, to congress, 
respecting the entombment of the remains of gener- 
al Geornce Wasninecron in this capitol, be referred 
to a select committee, and that said committee be 
authorised to report by bill or otherwise. 

‘‘ Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, That 
a marble monument be erected by the United States, 
in the capitol, at the city of Washington; and that 
the family of general Wasnincron be requested to 


‘permit his body to be deposited under it; and that 


the monument be So designed as to commemorate the 
great events of his military and political life. 

And be it further resolved, That there be a funera 
procession from congress hall to the German Luthe 
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van church, in honor of the memory of general 
Grorce Wasuiveroy, on Thursday, the twenty- 
sixth inst. and that an oration be prepared at the re- 
quest of congress, to be delivered before both houses 
on that day; and that the president of the senate and 
speaker of the house of representatives, be desired 
to request one of the members of congress to pre- 
pare and deliver the same. 

And be it further resolved, That it be recommended 
to the people of the United States to wear crape on 
the left arm, as mourning, for thirty days. 

And be it further resolved, That the president of 
the United States be requested to direct a copy of 
these resolutions to be transmitted to Mrs. Washing- 
ton, assuring her of the profound respect congress 
will ever bear to her person and character; of their , 
condolence on the late aillicting dispensation of Pro- 
vidence, and entreating her assent to the interment 
of the remains of general George Wasuineron, in 
the manner expressed in the first resolution. 

Aad be it further resolved, That the president of the 
United States be requested to issue a proclamation, 
notifying to the people throughout the United States 
the recommendation contained in the third resolu- 
tion.” 

“Gentlemen of the senate, and 
Gentleman of the house of representatives: 

In compliance with the request in one of the reso- 
tions of congress of the 23d of December last, I trans- 
mitted a copy of those resolutions by my secretary, 
Mr, Shaw, to Mrs. Washington, assuring her of the 
profound respect congress will ever bear to her per- 
son and character; of their condolence in the late af- 
flicting dispensation of Providence; and entreating 
her assent to the interment of the remains of gener- 
al Georce WasHINGTON, in the manner expressed 
in the first resolution. As the sentiments of that vir- 
tuous lady, not less beloved by this nation, than she 
is at present greatly afilicted, can never be so well 
expressed as in her own words, I transmit to con- 
gress her original letter. 

It would be an attempt of too much delicacy to 
make any comments upon it; but there can be no 
doubt that the nation at large, as weli as all the 
branches of the government, will be highly gratified 
by any arrangement which may diminish the sacri- 
fice she makes of her individual feelings. 

JOHN ADAMS. 

United States, January 6, 1800. 

“Mount VERNON, December 31, 1799. 

Sin: WhileI feel with keenest anguish, the late 
Aispensation of divine Providence, I cannot be insen- 
sible to the mournful tributes of respect and venera- 
tion which are paid to the memory of my dear de- 
oeased husband; and as his best services and most 
anxious wishes were always devoted to the welfare 
and happiness of his country, to know that they were 
truly appreciated and gratefully remembered, affords 
no inconsiderable consolation. 


Taught, by that great example which I have so 
long had before me, never to oppose my private wish- 
es to the public will, I must consent to the request 
made by congress, which you have had the goodness 
to transmit to me; and in doing this, I need not, I can- 
not say, what a sacrifice of individual feeling I make 
to a sense of public duty. 

With grateful acknowledgements, and unfeigned 
thanks for the personal respect and evidences of con- 
dolence expressed by congress, and yourself, I re- 
main, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient hum- 
bie servant, MARTHA WASHINGTON.” 


[The resoiution being read, Mr. Haynes said that 
he had ascertained that no objection would be made 
by the survivors of the family to the removal of the 
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The resolution passed unanimously; and 
On motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, it was or- 


dered that the committee consist of one member 
from each state in the union. 








MISSISSIPP! AND THE INDIANS. 

We published lately the law of Georgia relative to 
the Indians within her territory. Since then we have 
met with the act of the legislature of Mississippi, ex- 
tending the jurisdiction of the state over the Indians 
within its limits, and incorporating themin the mass 
of the free population of the state. The following is 
the act: 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 


_An act to extend the laws of the state of Mississippi 


over the persons and property of the Indians resi- 
dent within its limits. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the state of Mississippi in general assembly 
convened, That, from and after the passage of this act, 
all the rights, privileges, and immunities and fran- 
chises, held, claimed, or enjoyed, by those persons 
called Indians, and their descendants, and which are 
held by virtue of any form of policy, usage, or custom, 
existing among said persons, not particularly recog- 
nized and established by the common law or statutes 
of the state of Mississippi, be, and the same are here- 
by wholly abolished and taken away. 


Sec. 2. Beit further enacted, That all the rights, 
privileges, immunities, and franchises, held and en- 
joyed by free white persons, inhabitants of the said 
states, be, and the same are hereby given, granted 
and extended to the said persons called Indians, and 
their descendants, in as full and ample a manner as 
the same can be done by an act of the general assem- 
bly. 

Sec.3. Be it further enacted, That all the laws, sta- 
tutes, and ordinances now in force in the said state 
of Mississippi, be, and the same are hereby declared 
to have full force, power, and operation over the 
persons and property of and within the territory 
now occupied by the said Indians. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That all marriages, 
matrimonial connexions or associations, entered into 
by virtue of any usage or custom of the said Indians: 
and by them deemed valid, be, and the same are 
hereby declared to be as binding and obligatory as if 
the same had been solemnized according to the laws 
of this state. 


Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That any person or 
persons, who shall assume on him or themselves, and 
exercise in any manner whatever the office of chief, 
mingo, headman, or other post of power, established 
by the tribal statutes, ordinances, or customs of the 
said Indians, and not particularly recognized by the 
laws of this state, shall on conviction on indictment 
or presentment before a court of competent jurisdic- 
tion, be fined in any sum not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, andbe imprisoned any time not exceeding 
twelve months, at the discretion of the court before 
whom conviction may be had. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the boundaries, 
specified in an “act, entitled an act to extend legal 
process in that part of the state now occupied by the 
Chickasaw and Choctaw tribes of Indians,” passed, 
February 4th, 1829, shall be construed as to make all 
legal process returnable, as by that act required. 

JOSEPH DUNBAR, speaker of h. r. 
A. M. SCOTT, president of senate. 
Approved: Jan. 19, 1830. 
GERARD C. Branpon. 





SUNDAY MAILS. 
Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, from the committee on the 
post office and post roads, to which had been referred pe- 





Féemains of General Wasuincron to the capitol. 
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opening of the public mail on the Sabbath day, made the 

following report: 

The committee on post offices and post roads, to which the 
memorials were referred for prohibiting the transporta- 
tion of the mails, and the opening of post offices, on 
Sundays, report: 

That the memorialists regard the first day of the week 
as a day set apart by the Creator for religious exercises; 
and consider the transportation of the mail, and the open- 
ing of the post offices on that day, the violation of a reli- 
gous duty, and call for a suppression of the practice. 

thers, by counter-memorials, are known to entertain a 
different sentiment, believing that no one day of the week 
is holier than another: Others, holding the universality 
and immutability of the Jewish decalogue, believe in 
the sanctity of the seventh day of the week as a day of 
religious devotion; and by their memorial now before 
the committee, they also request that it may be set apart 
for religious purposes. Each has hitherto been left to 
the exercise of his own opinion; and it has been regard- 

ed as the proper business of government to protect all, 
and determine for none. But the attempt is now made 
‘to bring about a greater uniformity, at least, in practice; 
and, as argument has failed, the government has been 
-called upon to interpose its authority to settle the con- 
‘troversy. 

Congress acts under a constitution of delegated and 
limited powers. ‘The committee look in vain to that in- 
strument for a delegation of power authorizing this body 
to inquire and determine what part of time, or whether 
any, has been set apart by the Almighty for religious exer- 
cises. On the contrary, among the few prohibitions which 
it contains is one that prohibits a religious test; and 
another, which declares that congress shall pass no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereot. The committee might here 
rest the argument, upon the ground that the question re- 
ferred tothem, does not come within the cognizance of 
congress; but the perseverance and zeal with which the 
memorialists pursue their object, seems to require a 
further elucidation of the subject. And, as the opposers 
of Sunday mails disclaim all intention to unite church 
and state, the committee do not feel disposed to impugn 
their motives: and whatever may be advanced in opposi- 
tion to the measure, will arise from the fears entertained 
of its fatal tendency to the peace and happiness of the 

mation. ‘The catastrophe of other nations, furnished the 
framers of the constitution a beacon of awful warning, 
and they have evinced the greatest possible care in 
guarding against the same evil. 

The law, as it now exists, makes no distinction as to 
«he days of the week, but is imperative that the postmas- 
ters shall attend at all reasonable hours, in every day, 
to perform the duties.of their offices; and the postmas- 
ter general has given his instructions to all postmas- 
‘ters, that, at post offices, where the mail arrives on 
Sunday, the office is to be kept open one hour, or more, 
after the arrival and assorting the mail, but in case that 
«would interfere with the hours of public worship, the 
office is to be kept open for one hour after the usual 
time of dissolving the meeting. ‘The liberal construc- 
tion of the law does not satisfy the memorialists, But 
the.committee believe that there is no just ground of 
complaint, unless it be conceded that they have a con- 
trolling. power over the consciences of others. If con- 
gress, shall,:by the authority of law, sanction the mea- 
sure recommended, it would constitute a legislative de- 
cision of a religious controversy, in which even Chris- 
tians, themselves, are at issue. However suited such a 
decision may be to an ecclesiastical council, it is incom- 
patible with a republican legislature, which is purely for 
political, and not religious purposes. 

In our individual character, we all entertair opinions, 
and pursue a corresponding practice upon the subject of 
religion. However diversified these may be, we alli 
harmonize as eitizens, while each is willing that the 
other shall enjoy the same liberty which he claims for 
himself. But in-our representative character, our indi- 
vidual character is lost. The individual acts for him- 
self, the representative for his constituents. He is cho- 
sen to represent their political, and not their religious 
views—to guard the rights of man; not to restrict the 
rights.of conscience. Despots may regard their subjects 








as their property, and usurp the divine prerogative of 
prescribing their religious faith. But the history of the 
world furnishes the melancholy demonstration, that the 
disposition of one man to coerce the religious homage of 
another, springs from an unchastened ambition, rather 
than a sincere devotion to any religion. The principles 
of our government do not recognize in the majority, any 
authority, over the minority, except in matters whicl 
regard the conduct of man to his fellow man. A Jewish 
monarch, by grasping the holy censer, lost both his scep- 
tre and his freedom; a destiny as little to be envied, may 
be the lot of the American people, who hold the sove- 
reignty of power, if they, in the person of their repre- 
sentatives, shall attempt to unite, in the remotest degree, 
church and state. 

From the earliest period of time, religious teachers 
hate attained great ascendancy over the minds of the 
people; and in every nation, ancient or modern, whether 
Pagan, Mahomedan, or Christain, have succeeded in the 
corporation of their religious tenants with the political 
institutions of their country. The Persian idols, the 
Grecian oracles, the Roman auguries, and the modern 
priesthood of Europe have all, in their turn, been the 
subject of sag + rd adulation, and the agents of political 
deception. If the measure recommended should be 
adopted, it would be difficult for human sagacity to fore- 
see how rapid would be the succession, or how numer- 
ous the train of measures which might follow, involv- 
ing the dearest rights of all—the right of conscience. 
It is perhaps fortunate for our country, that the propo- 
sition should have been made at this early period, while 
the spirit of the revolution yet exists in full vigor. Reli- 
gious zeal enlists the strongest prejudices of the human 
mind; and when misdirected, excites the worst passions 
of our nature, under the delusive pretext of doing God 
service. Nothing so inturiatesthe heart to deeds of ra- 
pine and blood; nothing is so incessant in its toils; so 
persevering in its determinations; so appalling in its 
course; or so dangerous in its consequences. ‘lhe equal- 
ity of rights secured by the constitution, may bid defi- 
ance to mere political tyrants; but the robe of sanctity 
too often glitters to deceive. The constitution regards 
the conscience of the Jew as sacred as that of the Chris- 
tain; and gives no more authority to adopt a measure af- 
fecting the conscience of a solitary individual, than that 
of a whole community. That representative who would 
violate this principle, would lose his delegated character, 
and forfeit the confidence of his constituents. If con- 
gress shall declare the first day of the week holy, it 
Will not convince the Jew nor the Sabbatarian. It will 
dissatisfy both; and consequently convert neither. Hu- 
man power may extort vain sacrifices; but Deity alone 
can command the affections of the heart. It must be re- 
collected, that, in the earliest settlement of this country, 
the spirit of persecution, which drove the pilgrims from 
their native home, was brougnt with them to their new 
habitations; and that some Christains were scourged, and 
others put to death, for no other crime than-dissenting 
from the dogmas of their rulers. 

With these facts before us, it must be a subject of deep 
regret, that a question should be brought before con- 
gress, which involves the dearest privileges of the con- 
stitution, and even by those who enjoy its choicest bless- 
ings. — We should all recollect that Cataline, a professed 
patriot, was a traitor to Rome; Arnold, a professed whig, 
was a traitor to America; and Judas, a professed disci- 
ple, was a traitor to his Divine Master. 

With the exception of the United States, the whole 
human race, consisting, it is supposed, of eight hundred 
millions of rational beings, is in religious bondage; and 
in reviewing the scenes of persecution which history eve- 
ry where presents, unless the committee could believe 
that the cries of the burning victim, and the flames by 
which he is consumed, bear to Heaven a grateful i- 
cense, the conclusion is inevitable, that the line cannot 
be too strongly drawn between church and state. Ifa 
solemn act of legislation shall, in one point, define the 
law of God, or point out to the citizens one odes du- 
ty, it may, with equal propriety, proceed to define every 
part of divine revelation; and enforce every religious ob- 
ligation, even to the forms and ceremonies of worship; 
the endowment of the church; and the support of the 
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It was with a kiss that Judas betrayed his Divine Mas- 


Id all ‘ 
ten -— ye Longton the rights of conscience, cannnot 


ssailed, as under the pretext of holiness. 
pote: wrist ‘religion made its way into the world in 
opposition to all human governments. Banishment, tor- 
tures, and death, were inflicted, in. vain, to stop its pro- 
> But many of its professors, as soon as clothed 


oh polisical power, lost the meck spirit which their 
creed inculeated, and began to inflict on other religions, 


and en dissenting sects of their own religion, persecu- 
tions more aggravated than those which their own apos- 
¢les had endured. The ten persecutions of pagan emper- 
ors, were exceeded, in atrocity, by the massacres anc 
murders perpetrated by Christian hands; and in vain 
shall we examine the records of imperial tyranny, for an 
engine of cruelty equal to the holy inquisition. Every 
religious sect, however meek in its origin, commenced 
the work of persecutionas soon as it acquired political 
power. The framers of the constitution recognized 
the eternal principle, that man’s relation with his God, 
isabove human legislation, and his rights of conscience 
jnalienable. Reasoning was not necessary to establish 
‘this truth: we are conscious of it inour own bosoms. lt 
is this consciousness, which, in the definance of human 
‘laws, has sustained so many martyrs in the tortures and 
in fames. ‘They felt that their duty to God was superior 
to human enactments, and that man could exercise no 
authority over their consciences: it isan inborn principle 
which nothing can eradicate. The bigot in the pride of 
his authority, may lose sight of it—but strip him of his 
power; prescribe a faith to Lim which his conscience re- 
jects; threaten him in turn with the dungeon and the fag- 
got; and the spirit which God has implanted in him, rises 
up inrebellion and defies you. Did the primitive Chris- 
tains ask that government should recognize and observe 
their religious institutions? All they asked was éolera- 
tion; all they complained of, was persecution. What 
did the Protestants of Germany, or the Hugenots of 
France, ask of their Catholic superiors? Toleration. 
What do the persecuted Catholics of [reland ask of their 
oppressors? ‘'oleration. 
Do not all men in this country enjoy every religious 
right which martyrs and saints ever asked? Whence, 
then, the voice of complaint! Who is it that, in the full 
enjoyment of every principle which human laws can se- 
cure, wishesto arrest a portion of these principles from 
his neighbor? Do the petitioners allege that they cannot 
conscientiously participate in the profits of the mail con- 
tracts and post offices, because the mail is carried on 
Sunday? It this be their motive, then itis the worldly 
gain which stimulates to action, and not virtue or reli- 
gion. Do they complam that men less conscientious in 
relation to the Sabbath, obtain advantages over them, by 
receiving their letters and attendig to their contents? 
Still their motive is worldly and selfish, But if their 
motive be to induce congress to sanction by law, their 
religious opinions and observances, then their efforts are 
to be resisted; as in their tendency fatal, both to reli- 
gious and political freedom. Why have the petitioners 
confined their prayers to the mails? Why have they 
not requested that the government be required to sus- 
pend ail its executive functions on that day? Why do 
they not require us to enact that our ships shall not sail? 
that our armies shall not march? that officers of justice 
Shall not seize the suspected, or guard the convicted/ 
they seem to forget that government is necessary on 
Sunday as on any other day of the week. The spirit of 
evil does not rest on that day. It is the government, 
ever active in its functions, which enables us all, even the 
petitioners, to worship in our churches in peace. Our 
government furnishes very few blessings like our mails. — 
They bear from the centre of our repubiic to its distant 
extremes, the acts of our legislative bodies, the deci- 
sions of the judiciary, and the orders of the executive. 
Their speed is often essential to the defence of the coun- 
try, the suppression of crime, and the dearest interests 
of the people. Were they suppressed one day of the 
week, their absence must be often supplied by public ex- 
presses;jand besides, while the mail bags might rest, the 
mail coaches would pursue their journey with the pas- 
sengers. The mail bears, from one extreme of the 


serving a communion of heart between those far sepa- 


be admonished,—no matter what] rated, and increasing the most pure and refined plea- 


sures of our existence: also, the letters of our commer- 
cial men, convey the state of the markets, prevent ruin- 
ous speculations, and promote general, as well as indivi- 
dual interest; they bear innumerable religious letters, 
newspapers, magazines and tracts, which reach almost 
every house throughout this wide republie. 


Is the conveyance of these a violation of the Sabbath? 

The advance of the human race in intelligence, in virtae, 

and religion itself, depends in part upcn the speed with 

which a knowledge of the past is disseminated. With- 

out an interchange between one country and another, 

and between different sections of the same country, eve- 

ry improvement in moral or political science, and the 

arts of life, would be confined to the neighborhood where 
originated. ‘The more rapid and more frequent this 

interchange, the more rapid will be the march of intel- 
lect, and the progress of improvement.—The mail is the 
chiet means by which intellectual light irradiates to the 
extremes of the republic. Stop it one day in seven, and 
you retard one seventh the advancement of our country. 
So far from stopping the mail on Sunday, the committee 
would recommend the use of all reasonable means to 
give it a greater expedition and a greater extension. 
What would be the elevation of our country, if every 
new conception could be made to strike every mind. in 
the union atthe same time? It is notthe distance of a 
province or state from the seat of government, which en- 
dangers its separation, but it is the difficulty and unfre- 
quency of intercourse between them. Our mails reach 
Missouri and Arkansas in less time than they reached 
Kentucky and Ohio in the infancy of their settlements; 
and now, when there are three millions of people exe 
tending a thousand miles west of the Alleghany, we hear 
less of discontent, than when there were a few thou- 
sands scattered along their western base. 


To stop the mails one day in seven would be to thrust 
the whole western country, and other distant parts of 
this republic, one day’s journey from the seat of govern- 
ment. But were it expedient to put an end to the trans- 
mission of letters and newspapers on Sunday, because 
it violates the law of God, have not the petitioners begun 
wrong in their efforts! If the arm of government be ne- 
cessary to compel man to respect and obey the laws of 
God, do not the state governments possess infinitely 
more power in this respect? Let the petitioners tura 
to them, and see it they can induce the passage of laws 
to respect the observance of the Sabbath; for, if it be sin- 
ful for the mail to carry letters on Sunday, it must be 
oa sinful for individuals to write, carry, receive or 
read them. It would seem to require that these acts 
should be made penal, to complete the system. Trav- 
elling on business or recreation, except to and from 
church; all printing, carrying, receiving, and reading of. 
newspapers—all conversations and social intercourse, 
except upon religious subjects must necessarily be pun- 
ished, to suppress the evil. Would it not also follow, 
asan inevitable consequence, that every man, woman, 
and child, should be compelled to attend meeting? and, 
as only one sect, in the opinion of some, can be deemed: 
orthodox, must it not be determined, by law, which that 
is, and compel all to hear those teachers, and contribute 
to their support? If minor punishments would not re- 
strain the Jew, or the Sabbatarian, or the infidel who be- 
lieves Saturday to be the Sabbath, or disbelieves the 
whole, would not the same system require that we 
should resort to imprisonment, banishment, the rack, 
and the faggot, or foree men to violate their own con- 
sciences, or compel them to listen to doetrines which 
they abhor? When the state governments shall have 
yielded to these measures, it will be time enough for 
congress to declare that the rattling of the mail coaches 
shall no longer break the silence of this despotism, It 
is the duty of this government to afford to all—to Jew or 
Gentile, Pagan or Christians, the protection and advan- 
tages of our benignant institutions, on Sunday, as well 
as every day of the week. Although this government 
will not convert itself into an ecclesiastical tribunal, it 
will practice upon the maxim laid down by the founder 
of Christianity—that it is lawful todo good on the Sab- 





union to the other, letters of relatives and friends pre- 


bath day. 
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If the Almighty has set apart the first day of the week 
as a time which man is bound to keep holy, and devote 
exclusively to his worship, would it not be more eonge- 
nial to the precepts of Christians, to appeal exclusively 
to the great lawgiver of the universe to aid them in mak- 
ing men better—in correcting their practices by purity- 
ing their hearts? Government will protect them in their 
efforts. When they shall have so instructed the public 
mind, and awakened the consciences of individuals; as to 
make them believe that it isa violation of God’s law to 
curry the mail, open post offices, or receive letters, on 
Sunday, the evil of which they complain will cease of it- 
self, without any exertion of the strong arm of civil pow- 
er. When man undertakes to be God’s avenger, he be- 
comesademon, Driven by the frenzy of a religious 
zeal, he loses every gentle feeling; forgets the most sa- 
cred precepts of his creed; and becomes ferocious and 
unrelenting. 

Our fathers did not wait to be oppressed, when the 
mother country asserted and exercised an unconstitution- 
al power over them.—To have acquiesced in a tax of 
three pence upon a pound of tea, would have led the 
way to the most cruel exactions; they took a bold stand 
against the principle, and liberty and independence was 
the result. The petitioners have not requested congress 
to suppress Sunday mailsupon the ground of political 
expediency, but because they violate the sanctity of the 
first day of the week. 


This being the fact, and the petitioners having indig- 
nantly disclaimed even the wish tounite politics and re- 
ligion, may not the committee reasonably cherish the 
hope, that they will feel reconciled to its decision, in the 
case; especially as it is also a fact,that the counter me- 
morials, equally respectable, oppose the interference of 
congress, upon the ground that it would be legislating 
upon a religious subject, and therefore unconstitutional. 

Resolved, ‘hat the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

March 5, 1830. 

Mr. McCreery, from the committee on the post office 
and post roads, to which was referred sundry memorials 
and petitions on the subject of transporting and opening 
the public mail on the Sabbath day, submits the following 
as his view of the subject: 

The minority of the committee to whom were referred the 
memorials relative to the transportation of the mail, 
and the delivering of letters, Ec. on the Sabbath, beg 
leave to state the reasons of their dissent from the re- 
port made by the committee on that subject: 

All Christian nations acknowledge the first day of the 
week to be the Sabbath. Almost every state in this union 
have, by positive legislation, not only recognized this 
day as sacred, but has forbidden its profanation, under 
penalties imposed by law. 


"It was never considered, by any of those states, as an 


encroachment upon the rights of conscience, or as an im- 
proper interference with the opinions of the few, to guard 
the sacredness of that portion of time acknowledged to 
be holy by the many. 


The petitioners ask not congress to expound the moral 
law; they ask not congress to meddle with theological 
controversies, much less to interfere with the rights of 
the Jew or the Sabbatarian, or to treat with the least dis- 
respect the religious feelings of any portion of the inhabi- 
tants of the union; they ask the introduction of no reli- 
gious coercion into our civil institutions; no blending of 
religion and civil affairs, but they do ask, that the agents 
of government, employed in the post office department 
may be permitted to enjoy the same opportunities of at- 
tending to moral and religious instructiens, or intellectu- 
alimprovement, on that day, which is enjoyed by the 
rest of their fellow citizens. They approach the govern- 
ment, not for personal emolument, but as patriots and 
Christians, to express their high sense ofthe moral ener- 
gy and necessity of the Sabbath for the perpetuity of our 
republican institutions; and respectfully request that con- 
gress will not, by legislative enactments, impair those 
energies. 

Among the many reasons which might be advanced, 
that it is both expedient anda duty to grant the prayer 
of the petitioners, the following are only submitted: 


| 








| 


The petitioners ask the enactment of no law establish. 
ing the first day of the week as the Christian Sabbath; the 
only ask the extension and application, to one depart. 
ment of government, «a principle which is recognized 
and has, since the foundation of our goverment, been ac. 
knowledged in every other department. The principle 
embraced in the petitions, has been recognized by con. 
gress, by adjourning over the first day of the week, A; 
the first session of the first congress, a law was passe; 
establishing judicial courts, and in that law Sunday is ex. 
cepted from the days on which that court may commence 
its sessions. All the other executive departments of 
government are closed on that day. Congress has never 
by this, considered itself as expounding the moral law, or 
as introducingany religious coercion into our civil inst). 
tutions, or making any innovations on the religious rights 
of the citizens, or settling by legislation any theologica} 
question that may exist between Jews, Sabbatarians, an< 
other denominations, The good of society requires the 
strict observance of one day in seven. Paley, and other 
writers on meral philosophy, have shown, that the restin 
of men every seventh day; their winding up their labors 
and concerns once in seven days, their abstraction from 
the affairs of the world, to improve their minds and con- 
verse with their maker; their orderly attendance upon the 
ordinances of public worship and instruction, have a di- 
rect and powerful tendency to improve the morals and 
temporal happiness of mankind. 

The wise and good Ruler of the universe made the ap- 
pointment, not by a mere arbitrary exercise of authority, 
but for our good; and, whatever difference of opinion may 
exist in respect to the proper day to be observed, almost 
all agree, that one day in seven should be devoted to re- 
ligious exercises. That being admitted, can any thing 
be more reasonable than the request of the petitioners, 
that, at least, so much of the law should be repealed, as 
requires the post offices to be kept open every day of the 
week. Does not the enactment of the law plainly imply, 
that mankind is under no moral obligation to refrain 
from secular labor on any day of the week? Is it not in 
direct opposition to the received opinion of almost all 
professing Christians? It is to that part of the law, more 
particularly, which requires, in terms, all the postmas- 
ters throughout the United States to deliver letters, pack- 
ets, and papers, on every day of the week, to which the 
minority of your committee object, and which is most 
offensive to the petitioners. In this statute is at once 
seen, a palpable encroachment on the rights of con- 
science. It either drives every man, who feels himse!! 
morally bound to observe the Sabbath in a religious man- 
ner, from the service of his country, and equal partici- 
pations in her favors, or subjects him to the hard terms 
of remaining in office at the expense of his principles. 
It is freely acknowledged, that the works of necessity 
and mercy are not forbidden; and if the transportation of 
the mail on Sunday, could be justified on that ground, 
(which is not admitted) it cannot be contended, that the 
keeping open offices, where no mail arrives on that day, 
is the work of necessity. 

The arguments which have been urged for the trans- 
portation of the mail, &c. on the Sabbath, are mainly 
derived from commercial convenience, and from alleged 
derangement of business and intercourse. This doctrine 
militates against the first principles of good morals. I! 
these are important at all, they are paramount to the 
claims of expediency: but this plea makes them subservr 
ent to the pressure of worldly business, and converts 
them into mere questions of profit and loss. 

Granting the prayer of the petitioners cannot interfere 
with the religious feelings or conscience of any portion 
of the citizens; because, they ask no service to be per- 
formed, no principle to be professed. It is only asked 
that certain duties be not required on a certain day. 
Were it imposing any service, or requiring the profes- 
sion of any opinions, those whose religious sentiments 
were different might justly complain. But he who con- 
scientiously believes that he is bound to observe the 
seventh day of the week, in a religious manner, can have 
no just reason to complain; because government takes 
nothing from him, in permitting all classes of citizens to 
observe the first day of the week, asa day of religious 
rest. The case would be quite different, did the priv’ 
lege of resting on that day, impose any thing on any 
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class of citizens, contrary to their conscience. There- | 
fore, 


the petitioners. WM. McCREERY. 


TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS—1ST SESSION. 
SENATE. 
Marchi. After the reception of reports, &e. a num- 





NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bell, Brown, Dickerson, 


Ellis, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Haynes, Holmes, Ire- 
That it is expedient to grant the prayer of | dell, Knight, Smith of S.C., Sprague, Tazewell, Trou 
Resetved,. tists a Tyler, White, Woodbury.—18, [Passed on Monday} 


[The bill directs an additional subseription on the part 


of the United States, to the stock of the company, for 
1,000 shares, at $100 each. } 


‘The senate next went into the consideration of execu- 


ber of bills passed by the senate were sent to the house | tive business, and remained so occupied until 4 o’elock, 


ntatives; among which was a bill to repeal the 
ae dunia upon ships and vessels of the United 


—ajourned to Monday. 
March 15. Mr. Benton offered the following resolu- 


States, and upon certain foreign vessels. lew: 


The bill for the improvement of the mail road be- 


Resolved, That the committee to whom have been ree 


tween Louisville and St. Louis, having been reported by | ferred the several resolutions to amend the constitution 
the committee correctly engrossed, was read the third | of the U. States, be instructed to inquire into the expe- 


time, and passed by yeas and nays. Yeas 27, nays 18, 

The bill to recompense the heirs of Robert Fulton, 
deceased, was read the third time. 

The question being on the passage of this bill, which 
roposes the grant of a township of land to the heirs of 
Zovert Fulton, in consideration of benefits rendered by 

him to the country, the yeas and nays thereon were re- 
quired by Mr. Forsyth, with the view that the decision, 
involving a question of much importance on constitution- 
al grounds, should be a solemn one, 

A debate of much importance now ensued on the con- 
stitutionality of the grant. The gentlemen who engaged 
init were Mr. Forsuth, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Brown, 
Mr. Barton, Mr. Tazewell, Mr. Smith, of Md. Mr. 
Johnston, of Lou. Mr. Hayne, Mr. Smith, of S. C. Mr. 
Sanford, and Mr. Noble. 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Chambers, Dudley, John- 
ston, Knight, Livingston, Robbins, Sanford, Willey—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Bell, Benton, 
Brown, Burnet, Chase, Dickerson, Ellis, Foot, For- 
syth, A ape han Grundy, Hayne, Hendricks, Holmes, 
Iredell, Kane, King, McKinley, McLean, Marks, Nau- 
dain, Noble, Ruggles, Seymour, Smith, of S. C. Sprague, 
Tazewell, Troup, iyler, White, Woodbury—35. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Sometime was occupied in the consideration of private 
bills, when, on motion of Mr. T'azewell, the senate went 
into the consideration of executive business, after which 
it adjourned. 

March 12. The following, among other petitions, 
were presented, 

By Mr. S'roup—from the Savannah, Ogachee and 
Alatamaha canal company of Georgia, asking the aid of 
the United States by a subscription of 3,000 shares in 
the stock of the company. 

By Mr. Frelinghuysen—from the inhabitantsof Mon- 
mouth county, N. Jersey, asking the protection of the 
United States for the southern Indians. 

By Mr. Barnard—from the importing merchants of 
the city of Philadelphia, for the remission of the addi- 
tional duties imposed by the tariff law of 1828,0n goods 
imported between the 30th June and Ist September— 
anda resolution ofthe chamber of commerce of the city 
of Philadelphia, approving the object of said memorial. 

Mr. Hendricks, trom the committee on roads and ca- 
aals, reported a bill authorizing a subscription of stock 








diency of diminishing, or regulating, the patronage of 
the exeeutive of the United States, and that the commit- 
tee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. [Agreed 
to next day. ] 

Mr. Sprague offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for the release of the right of the United States to 
lands which have been taken on execution, when the debt 
for which they were taken shall have been otherwise paid. 
[Agreed to next day. ] 

The vice president communicated a letter from the 
post master general transmitting a statement of the con- 
tracts made by him during the year 1829, 

A largenumber of petitions were presented, many of 
which were on the subject of Sunday mails and the re- 
moval of the Indians. 

The resolution proposing an amendment to the con- 
stitution of the United States, as it respects the election 
of president and vice president of the United States, was 
read a second time, and referred, on motion of Mr. Ben- 
ton, toa select committee, consisting of Mr. Benton, Mr. 
Webster, Mr. Hayne, Mr. Tazewell, and Mr. Wood- 
bury. 

iq short time was allotted to private bills, when 

The bill from the house of representatives for the fur- 
ther regulation of vessels bound up James river, in the 
state of Virginia, was readthe third time, passed with 
amendments, and sent to the house of representatives 
for concurrence in the amendments. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the re- 
solution offered by Mr. Fso2, in relation to further sur- 
veys and sales of the public lands; and, after Mr. Liv- 
| engston had coneluded his speechcommenced on the 9th 
inst. the senate adjourned. 

Murch 16. The following petitions were presented 
and referred. 

By Mr. Marks, from the farmers and graziers of the 
county of Philadelphia, asking for such alterations of 
and additions to, the duties now imposed on agricultural 
produce as will aid and protect their interests, 

By Mr. Benton, resolutions of Missouri, in favor of 
amending the constitution of the United States so as to 
give the people the right of voting for president and 
vice president, without the intervention of electors. 

A number of bills from the house were severally read 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Geo. Johnson was 





in the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company; which was 
read and passed to a secon reading. 

Pursuant to notice Mr. Benton asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a joint resolution, proposing an amend- 
ment to the constitution of the United States, as it re- 
spects the election of president and vice president of the 
United States, which was read and passed toa second 
reading. 

The bill to authorize a subscription of stock, on the 
part of the United States, in the Louisville and Port- 
land canal company, was taken up, and, after considera- 
ble debate, in which the bill was advocated by Messrs, 
Hendricks, Johnston, and Rowan, and was opposed by 
Messrs. Tazewell, and Hayne, it was ordered to be en- 
Srossed for a third reading by the following vote. 

YEAS—Messrs. Barnard, Barton, Benton, Burnet, 
Chambers, Chase, Dudley, Foot, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Johnston, Kane, Livingston, McLean, Marks, Naudain, 
Robbins, Rowan, Ruggles, Seymour, Silsbee, Smith of 
Md., Willey.—23. 








read a third time, and on the question of its passage, an 
animated debate took place, when the yeas and nays be- 
ing taken, it was passed-—ayes 30, noes 14. 

(The bill proposes to release Mr. Johnson from a 
judgment obtained against him as surety for B. F. 
Bourne, late a purser in the navy. The ground of the 
bill was, that, at the time Mr. J. became surety, Bourne 
was a defaulter, but owing to the neglect of the proper 
officer of the treasury, the fact of the delinquency was 
not made public, and the petitioner, on that cireamstance, 
founded his claim to be released, he being ignorant ot 
Bourne’s delinquency, his co-sureties being permitted 
to leave the country without any proceedings being taken 
against them. } 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration of ex- 
ecutive business, and after spending some time therein, ad- 
journed., 

March 17. This day was almost exclusively devoted 
to the consideration of executive business, The tollow- 
ing resolutions were laid on the table by Mr. Holmes: 
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Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direct- 

ed to inform the senate of the number of subordinate of- 
ficers of the customs who have been removed since the 
4th of March last, and what number in each district have 
been increased or diminished, designating the weighers, 
gaugers, measurers, and markers, 
_ Aesolved, Thatthe postmaster gencral be directed to 
inform the senate of the number of deputy postmasters 
who have been removed since the 4th of March last, de- 
signating the number in each state and territory. 


 aetnntenet 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Thursday, March 11. The house resumed the con- 
sideration of the resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Anderson, aliowing a drawback on rum distilled from for- 
eign molasses, when Mr. A. concluded his remarks. 

Mr, Polk moved to amend the resolution, by adding to 
it the following: 

**And to allow also adrawback of four and a half cents 
per square yard on foreign cotton bagging, exported 
either in the original packages or around the cotton bale 
to any foreign country.” 

Mr. Polk spoke in support of the amendment. Mr. 
Mallary opposed the resolution and amendment. Mr. 
‘Martin replied to Mr. Mallary, and advocated the 
amendment. ‘The debate was cut short by the expiration 
of the hour allotted for considering resolutions. 

A short time was spent in committee of the whole on 
the judiciary bill, when the committee rose and had leave 
to sit again, 

The remainder of the session, and until 5 o’clock, was 
devoted to the diseussion ot a bill from the senate for the 
relief of purchasers of public lands. An amendment, 
offered by Mr. Vinton, caused much discussion, but be- 
fore the question was taken, the house adjourned. 


Friday, March 12. Mr. A. Spencer, from the com- 
mittee on agriculture, reported a bill to promote the 
growth and manufacture of sik; which was read twice, 
committed toa committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, and the report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Wickliffe, from the committee on retrenchment, 
reported a billto regulate the pay of the officers of the 
army and navy in certain cases, which, «fter some diseus- 
sion, was reterred to a committee of the whole house. 

{During the debate, Mr. JWV/ittlesey said, it appeared 
to him that this committee on retrenchment, or whatev- 
er it is, had encroached on the duties of other committees 
of the house. This bill relates to the pay of officers, and 
did not seem to him to come within the duties of a com. 
mittee on retrenchment, and if they could find no 
more legitimate subject of action, it would be as well 
that the committee be abolished at once. It appeared to 
have a disposition to swallow up all the duties of all the 
other committees. He thoughtthere ought to be more 
regard to order, than to permitany subject to be under 
the consideration of two committees at once. 

Mr. Wickliffe referred to the correspondence from 
Washington, in which it was charged that the committee 
on retrenchment had done nothing. The object of this 
bill he considered to be within the proper duties of the 
committee on retrenchment. He said that officers receiv- 
ed at the treasury more than they were entitled to by 
Jaw, and it was desired to bring back the rule within the 
pale of legislation. } 

Mr. Anderson’s resolution with the amendment of 
Mr. Polk, again occupied the house until the expiration 
of the hour. 

A number of bills from the senate were referred to ap- 
propriate committees. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Lumpkin, 
was adopted, ayes 170, noes 17. 

Resolved, That from and after to-morrow the regular 
hour of meeting for this house, be 11 o’clock. 

Mr. Vinton offered the following resolution, which 
lies one day on the table. 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the president of the United States be 
requested to intorm this house to what extent of country 
beyond the river Mississippi, and not within the states 
and organized territories, the Indian title has been extin- 
guished, the geographical situation of such conntry, its 
climate, soil and productions, if known; what has been 

‘ the average expense per head of removing beyond the} 





: —.. 
Mississippi, and subsisting for a year, the Creek Indians 
who have gone beyond that river, including all EXpenses 
incident to such removal and support; and to transmit 
an estimate of the expense of removing all the Indians 
on the east of the Mississippi to the country west of jr 
und of subsisting them for a year thereafter; what amoun; 
of military foree will be necessary for their protection jy, 
their new residence against ‘other tribes of Indians, the 
encroachment of the whites, and wars among themselves 
and the annual expense of supporting such force; and 
that he also inform the house whether the tribes beyon 
the states and territories are friendly to the remoya} 
among them of the tribes within the states and territo- 
ries. 


A motion to postpone the bill for the relief of Susap 
Decatur being negatived—- 

Mr. Potter rose and addressed the house in opposi- 
tion to the bill. 

Mr. Evans, of Maine, also opposed the bill. He eon. 
tended that this case did not come within the provisions of 
the prize law; and drew a distinction between the capture 
and the destruction of a vessel. The Philadelphia, he 
stated, was only so far captured as to enable her captors 
todestroy her. They had not that sole and entire con- 
trol of her which would have enabled them to bring her 
out and dispose of her as they pleased, as she lay under 
the range of the batteries. On the ground then that she 
was captured, no prize money could be awarded. She 
was destroyed in battle. The passage of this bill, there. 
fore, would establish the principle that the same prize 
money shall be paid for a vessel destroyed as for a vessel 
captured, He insisted that the burning of the Philadel- 
phia, instead of tending to the conclusion of peace, hat 
rather a contrary to effect, inducing the pashato adopts 
system of coercion, of which complaint is made in one ol 
the documents accompanying this bill. He pointed ou 
an error in the remarks of the gentleman from South Co- 
rolina, (Mr. Drayton,) wherein he stated that peace fol- 
lowed in four months alter the burning of the frigate; and 
shewed that the treaty was not concluded for sixteen 
months afterwards. He thought this could not. be re- 
garded asa reward for gallant achievement, for, if so, the 
manner in which it was brought before the house was im- 
proper. The subject was brouglit before the house, ins 
petition, claiming the amount as due for services, Thc 
application is founded on the will of commodore Deca- 
tur; and he thought that before the money was given, we 
should inquire if there were no other wills left by gallant 
commanders on which similar claims may be founded. 


Mr. Everett supported the bill in a very eloquent 
speech, Mr. Chilton moved the previous question, 
which was seconded. The main question was—the en- 
erossment of the bill, It was then ordered that the main 
question be now put—ayes 110. 


It being ascertained that a blank remained to be filled, 

Mr. Cumbreleng moved to reconsider the vote second- 
ing the previous question. Mr. Vance suggested the pro- 
priety of filling the blank by unanimous consent, but an 
objection was made. The question to reconsider was then 
put, and carried in the affirmative—ayes 99, noes 71.— 
Mr. Chilton then withdrew his call for the previous ques 
tion. The question being then on the motion of Mr. 
Tucker to strike out the enacting words, Mr. Tucker 
withdrew the motion, in order that the blank might be 
filled. Mr. McDuffie then moved to fill the blank with 
100,000 dollars. Mr. Smith moved to fill the blank 
with 50,000 dollars, and proceeded to give his reasons 
for making this motion. 

After a few remarks from several gentlemen 

Mr. Patter, asked for the ayes and noes on the ques- 
tion of filling the blank. The question was then taken 
on filling the blank with 100,000 dollars, and decided in 
the negative—ayes 74, noes 91. The question was then 
taken on filling the blank with 50,000 dollars whieh _ 
decided in the negative—ayes61. Mr. McDuffie movet 
to fill the blank with 75,000 dollars. Mr. Craig made 
afew remarks. Mr. Chilton moved to lay the bill and 
amendments on the table, and asked the ayes and noes; 
which were ordered. ‘The question was then taken, 0 
decided in the affirmative. 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Angel, Arm- 
strong, Arnold, Bailey, Barber, P. P. Barbour, Barrin« 
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ger, Bartley, Baylor, Blair of S. C., Blair of Tenn. 


a 








Mr. Gorham moved to amend the amendment. by 


‘shoon, Chandler, Chilton, Claibrone, | striking out the words “foreign cotton bagging, &c.” and 
ome,” resend ‘Goan Couiter, Cowles, Craig of Va., inserting the following: ; 
’ s 


Crawford, Crockett, Creighton, Davis of Mass. Deberry, 


‘Cotton bagging made of hemp or flax, and used for 


Denny, Desha, De Witt, Duncan, Ellsworth, Evans of} securing bales of cotton when the cotton is exported 
Me Evans of Penn., Everett of Vt., Ford, Foster, Fry, | from any state to any other state for consumption, or to 
Gordor Grennell, Hall, Hammons, Harvey, Hughes, | any foreign port as merchandise, 

> 


Hunt, Huntington, Irvin, Johns, Kendall, Kineaid, La- 
mar, Lecompte, 
Martindale, 





Letcher, Lewis, Loyall, Lyon, Magee, | upon all cordage and cables manufactured in the 
axwell of Va., McCoy, Muhlenburg, Pot-} States, and used in the rigging and equipment of ships. 


*‘Also to allow a drawback of three cents per pound 


nited 


ter, Ramsey, Roane, Rose, Russel, Scott, Shepard, Shep-| and vessels in the ports of the United States—and four 
perd, Shields, Semmes, Sill, Speight, Sprigg, Standiter, | cents per pound when exported to foreign places as 


Sterigere, Storrs of Conn., Strong, Sutherland, Swann, 
Swift, Taylor, Test, Thompson of Geo., Thomson of 
Ohio, Tracy, Trezvant, Vance, Vinton, Whittlesey, Wil- 
liams, Wingate, Yaneey, Young—97. 

NAYS— Messrs. Anderson, Archer, Beekman, Borst, 
Broadhead, Brown, Buchanan, Burges, Cambreleng, 
Childs, Clay, Condict, Conner, Craig of N. Y., Crocheron, 
Crowninshield, Daniel, Davenport, Davis of S. C., Dick- 
inson, Drayton, Dudley, Dwight, Earll, Everett of Mass. 
Finch, Forward, Gaither, Gilmore, Halsey, Haynes, 
Hemphill, Hinds, Hoffman, Howard, Habbard, thrie, In- 
gersoll, lsacks, Jennings, Johnson of Ky., Johnson of 
‘enn., King of N. Y., Lea, Lumpkin, Martin, Maxwell 
of N. ¥., MeCreery, McDuffie, McIntire, Mercer, Mil- 
ler, Mitchell, Monell, Nuckolls, Overton, Pearce, Pet- 
tis, Polk, Powers, Reed, Rencher, Richardson, Smith, 
Smyth, Spencer of Md., Stanberry, Tucker, Verplanck, 
Wayne, Weeks, White of N. Y., White of Lou. , Wick. 
liffe, Wilde, Wilson—76, 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication 
from the postmaster general, enclosing the contracts 
made during the past year. Adjourned. 


Saturday, March 13. Atter the usual morning busi- 
ness, the house resumed the consideration of Mr. An- 
derson’s resolution allowing a drawback on rum distilled 
from foreign molasses, the question being on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Polk. Mr. Speight continued and conclud- 
ed his remarks in favor of the proposition toamend, He 
was followed by Mr. Campdell ina series of observations 
against the tariff generally, Mr. Gorham next obtained 
the fluor, but the hour having elapsed, the discussion was 
arrested. ‘Thehouse next took up the bill for the relief 
of G. & W. Bangs, [to remit duties on certain goods de- 
stroyed by fire,) which, after debate, was rejected—ayes 
36, noes 129, and the house adjourned, 

Monday, Marchi15. The tollowing, among other re- 
ports, were received from committees, 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee on commerce, 
to which had been referred, on the 15th February, a pe- 
tition of merchants of New York and Philadelphia, re- 

ported a bill further to regulate the transportation of 
merchandise on certain inland routes. Committed. 
Mr. Buchanan, from the committee on the judiciary, 
which was instructed on the 6th of January last, to in- 
quire into the expediency of establishing some uniform 
mode of accommodating the judges of the court of the 
United States, while holding their respective sessions in 
the several states, reported that it is inexpedient to make 
a provision proposed; which report was laid on the ta- 
e. 
_ Mr. Buchanan, from the same committee, which was 
instructed on the 6th instant, to inquire into the expedi- 
ency ef so modifying the patent laws of the United States, 
as to enable foreigners, not resident in the United States, 
to sue out patents, reported that it is inexpedient to make 
3 provision proposed; which report was laid on the ta- 
e. 

Mr. Hemphill, from the committee on internal im- 
provement, reported a bill to authorize a subscription 
for completing the rail road from Baltimore to Wilming- 
ton. Committed. 


Mr. Butman, from the same committee, which was in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency ot making an ap- 
propriation for surveying a route tor a canal or rail road, 
or lor the improvement of the navigation of Connecticut 
river, from Long Island sound to the Canada line, made 
& report thereon; which was read and laid on the table. 


merchandise, 

**Also to provide that the wool brought into the Unit- 
ed States from any foreign place, which shall not cost. 
more than ten cents per pound, at the place whence im- 
ported, may be imported free of duty. 

‘‘Also to make suitable provision in said bill to guard. 
against frauds, and to graduate the drawbacks, so direct- 
ed to be paid, trom time to time, in such manner, that the 
amount of drawback paid shalt mot, (except as to cotton, 
bagging) exceed the duties levied and mtended. to. be 
countervailed.” 

Mr. Gorham addressed the house for some time in. 
support of his amendment, but had not coneluded his re- 
marks when the hour allotted for the consideration of 
resolutions expired. 

The bill “concerning judgments in the courts of the 
United States, within the state of New York,” was read 
a third time, and after some debate between Mr. Goode- 
now and Mr, Storrs, of New York, passed. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the bill 
for the relief of the purchasers of public lands, with the 
amendments of Mr. Vinton, which he explained. ‘They 
were then adopted, after some slight modification, and 
the Dill and amendments ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. [Passed next day.] 

The house next considered the ‘*bill farther to extend 
the powers of the judges of the supreme court in Arkan- 
sas”—various propositions to amend were rejected, af- 
ter which the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. [Passed next day, } 


Tuesday, March 16. ‘The house resumed the consi- 
deration of the resolution offered by Mr. Anderson re- 
lative to the allowance of a drawback upon rum distilled 
from foreign molasses. 

Mr. Gorham concluded his remarks, and moved to 
postpone the further consideration ef the resolution, and 
to make it the special order for Tuesday. 

Mr. Evans, of Maine, said he did not know that he 
should be opposed to the postponement of the resolu- 
tion for a few days, if desired by gentlemen for the pur- 
pose of reflection upon the subject. He was, however, 
anxious to submit his views upon it, feeling as he did, a 
strong solicitude for the fate of the resolution propos- 
ed by his colleague, and should prefer to do so before 
so distant a period as that named by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. He inquired if it would be in order for 
him now to discuss the general subject opened by the 
original resolution and the proposed amendments. 

‘he speaker replied that it would not. Mr. Evans 
then said he hoped the resolution would not be postpon- 
ed. Mr. Jrwin, of Pa. moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. Mr. Evans, of Me. asked for the ayes and noes, 
which were ordered. 


The question was then taken on laying the resolution 
on the table, and decided in the affirmative. 
YEAS—Messrs. — Archer, Arnold, Bailey, Bar- 
ber, Bartley, Bates, Beekman, Borst, Buchanan, Ca- 
hoon, Clark, Coleman, Condict, Cooper, Coulter, Cowles, 
Crawford, Creighton, Daniel, Davis of Mass., Denny, 
De Witt, Dickinson, Earl], Ellsworth, Evans of Pa., 
Everett of Mass., Everett of Vt., Finch, Ford, Forward, 
Fry, Gilmore, Goodenaw, Grennell, Halsey, Hawkins, 
Hemphill, Hodges, Howard, Hughes, Hunt, Huntington, 
Ihric, Ingersoll, Irwin, Irvin, Johns, Johnson of Ky., 
Kendall, Kineaid, King of N. Y., King of Pa., Lecompte, 
| Ly on, Magee, Mallary, Martindale, Maxwell of N. Y., 
Maxwell ot Va., McCreery, Monell, Norton, Powers, 
Ramsey, Rose, Russell, Scott, Shields, Sill, Smith, 











Mr. Anderson’s resolution, with the amendment of} Spencer, Sterigere, Storrs of Conn., Strong, Sutherland, 





Mr. Polk, was again considered. 


Swann of N. Y., Swift, Test, Thomson of Ohio, Tracy, 
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Vance, Washington, Whittlesey, White, Wickliffe, Yan- 
cey, Young—89. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, John S. Bar- 
bour, P. P. Barbour, Barnwell, Barringer, Baylor, Blair 
of S. C., Blair of ‘Tenn., Bockee, Broadhead, Brown, 
Cambreleng, Chandler, Chilton, Claiborne, Clay, Craig 
of Va., Crockett, Crocheron, Crowninshield, Davis of S. 
C., Deberry, Desha, Evans of Me., Foster, Gordon, 
Gorham, Hall, Hammons, Hoffman, Hubbard, Isacks, 
Johnson of Tennessee, Lamar, Lea, Martin, McCoy, 
McDuffie, Melntire, Miller, Mitchell, Muhlenburg, 
Nuckolls, Overton, Pearce, Pettis, Polk, Potter, Reed, 
Rencher, Richardson, Shepard, Shepperd, Semmes, 
Smyth, Speight, Stanberry, Standifer, ‘Taylor, Thomp- 
son of Ga., Urezvant, Tucker, Varnum, Wayne, Weeks 
White of N. Y., Wilde, Wingate—70. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

“ A short time was spent in considering the resolution, 
of. Mr. Tucker, to close the present session of congress 
onthe 8th of May, which he modified by substituting 
the 17th; but before a decision was had the hour ex- 
pired, 

After other business, the house proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill to authorize the register of the sev- 
eral land offices in Louisiana, to enter lands in certain 
cases, and to give to the purchasers thereof certificates 
of the same. It was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time to-morrow. 

The house next took up a bill to repeal a part of an 
act passed the 26th day of March, 1804, entitled ‘*‘an act 
making provision for the disposal of the public lands in 
the Indiana territory, and for other purposes.” 

Mr. Wickliffe moved the following proviso to the bill: 
* Provided, ‘hat the secretary of the treasury, when- 
ever he shall be of opinion that the public interest shall 
require it, may appoint any discreet person, resident in 
the neighborhood where the land office is situated, no way 
connected with the register or receiver, to make exami- 
nations as heretofore, and may allow for such service 
five dollars for each day said inspector and examiner be 
necessarily engaged in the performance of the duties re- 
quired of him by the secretary of the treasury. 

This amendment brought on a long discussion, on 
the value of these examinations, the abuses that they 
were subject to, the instances in which they had been 
made matters for favoritism, and to reward politi- 
eal services, &c. &c. Messrs. Wickliffe, Pettis, Vance, 
Lamar, Barringer, Stanberry, Coulter, Jennings, Test, 
and Duncan, joined in the debate. In the end Mr. 
Wickliffe withdrew the proviso, when 

Mr. Duncan offered the following amendment to the 
bill: 

Provided, that when any receiver of public moneys 
shall neglect or refuse to deposit the public moneys on 
hand agreeably to law, or the instructions of the secreta- 
ry of the treasury, or when any register or receiver shall 
be charged with neglect of duty or misconduct in office, 
it shall be lawful for the secretary of the treasury to di- 
rect the district attorney toemploy some suitable per- 
son in the state to make such examination ashe may 
think proper, and may allow said examinera reasonable 
compensation, not to exceed $6 per day while actually 
engaged in making such examination. 

Alter some debate, this amendment was rejected, and 
the bill was ordered tua third reading. 

The following message was received from the presi- 
dent of the United States: 

To the house of representatives: 

In pursuance of a resolution of the house of represen- 
tatives of the 27th ultimo, calling for information respect- 
ing the report of the commissioner for running and mark- 
ing the line between the United States and Florida under 
the treaty of 1795, | herewith communicate a report from 
the secretary of state, containing the desired informa- 
tion. ANDREW JACKSON. 

The message was read, and laid on the table, 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Hemphill, went into 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, and 
took up the amendmeuts of the senate to the general ap- 
propriation bill, which were concurred in. 

The committee refused to take up the report of the 
committee on manufactures, relative to the tariff—Ayes 
48, noes 60. 


= —— a 
_ The committee took up the bill making a propria- 
{ tions to defray the expenses of holding certain Indian 
treaties, 

At the end of the following item: For reimbursin 
the contingencies of the Indian department, this amount 
paid from said contingencies, to general McNeil and Mr 
Atwater, on account of their compensation, $2,394, : 

Mr. Vance moved to add the following proviso: 

“Provided, That the said MeNeil shall not be entitled 

to receive pay in the capacities of an officer of the arm 
and a commissioner to hold the said treaty, but he shail 
elect, in which capacity he will reeeive pay; and if he 
shall already have been paid in both capacities, he shal} 
be and is hereby declared liable to refund the one or the 
other at his option.” 
_ This amendment also produced considerable debate 
in which Messrs. Vance. Wickliffe, Barringer, Me Duf- 
Jie, P. P. Barbour, Wilde, Ingersoll, Ramsay, Dun- 
can, and Draytor, participated—turning chiefly on the 
practice heretofore observed in such cases, the propriety 
of such allowances, &c. Finally, the amendment was 
agreed to, without a division, and ; 

The committee ruse and reported the bills, 

On the questions to concur with the committee on the 
amendment moved by Mr. Vance, the debate was re- 
newed; at length, the previous question was put and 
carried, [which supercedes all pending amendments, } 
and the main question was put, viz: on the engrossment 
of the bill, and carried. Adjourned, 


Wednesday, March 17. After the usual morning 
business, the house resumed the consideration of the re- 
solution offered by Mr. T'ucker of South Carolina, fix- 
ing the day of of adjournment, as far as the house is con- 
cerned, for the 17th of May; which was passed. A 
motion made by Mr. Davis, of Mass. to refer the sub- 
ject to a select committee was rejected. Mr. Chilton, 
also offered an amendment providing that if the houses 
should sit after the Ist of April, the pay of the members 
after that day should be diminished, but this amend- 
ment the speaker pronounced to be out of order. The 
vote on the resolution was ayes 167: Noes 7—Méessrs. 
Bailey, Burges, Jennings, Sprigg, Storrs, of Con. ‘Tay- 
lor, Wilde. 

Several bills were passed, among them two for carry 
ing into etfeet and holding treaties with certain Indian 
tribes. 


The special order of the day was postponed on motion 
of Mr. Storrs; when, on motion ot Mr. Buchanan, the 
house resolved itself into a committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, and took up the amendments made 
by the senate to the census bill; when the report made 
by the select committee from whom the bill proceeded, 
agreeing with some of the amendments, and disagreeing 
with others, was concurred in. ‘The committee then 
took up the judiciary bill, when Mr, Daniel made a 
speech in favor of the amendment which he had sub- 
mitted. Mr. Bates of Mass. made several unsuccessful 
attempts to induce the committee to take up the subject 
of the revolutionary services. Before Mr. Daniel con- 
cluded, the committee rose and reported the amend- 
ments to the census bill. The house then resolved it- 
self again into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, and took up the bill declaratory of the act to pro- 
vide for persons engaged in the land and naval service 
during the revolutionary war. The bill, having been 
amended, was reported with its amendments, The 
house then adjourned, 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS, 

The senate was again chiefly occupied on executive 
business. ‘The resolutions offered by Mr. Holmes, were, 
on motion of Mr. Grundy, ordered to lie on the table. 

In the house a great many resolutions were laid on the 
table. —Among them was one presented by Mr. Mc Duf- 
fie, for reducing the pay of the members of congress, al- 
ter the first 12U days ot the first session of each congress, 
and the first 90 days of each second congress, to two dol- 
‘lars per day. ‘Che main business of the day was the ball 
to eniarge the provisions of the revolutionary pension 
laws; which, after much debate, was, by the aid of the 
previous guesiion, ordered (at a late hour) to be epgross- 
ed and read a third time, by a large majority. 
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